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: TO HIS EXCELLENCY 


Earl of ESSEX, Viſcount Malden , Baron Copel of 
Hadbam,Lord Lieutenant General ard General Co- 
yernour of His Majeſties Kingdom of Trelazd , Lord 

 Lievtenant of the County of Hartford, and one of 


the Loids of His -Majeities moſt Honoarable Privy 
Council of both Kingdoms. 


. Moſt Honourable, 


OV wich Ireland ( heppy in your Gouornment ) is 
5 above all other Nations in Europe , influenced by the 
3d power of Rome, is 40 Tour Excellency wel known, 45 
SIN ts the World , and by themſelves alſs acknowledged, 
SSH and gloricd in. 
| But unhappy is it in being thereby, and by Romiſh E* 
8iſ/arier (of malevolent , and fations principles promoting other in- 
tereſſes )carried on fatally,to the diſturbance of the peace of theKing- 
dome. Of this we have had Memorials of former Ages , ſome of 
them freſh ard bleeding ; nor are we even wow without jealeuſies of 
what way yet be, were there opportunity for it. 
This is not to. be aſcribed to the ſtars , or clime, or nature of the 
. people, who have had of old the charaGter , juſtly, of « people peacea* © 
ble, harmleſs, affable to ſtrangers, + in themſelves,and to ab, gr 
£ and 


Fhe Epiſtle Dedicatory. - 


end good, So was it, while tbe Religion profeſſed by their Forefa: 
thers was according to the primitive faith of purer times of the Church.. 
( although not then without ſome ſole, ) And thus findweit even now 
inthoſe of the Nation who are of reformed and purer principles, 

But being in after times corrupted in DoGrine and diſcipline, and 


| that the new Religion of the Iriſh is quite another thing from that of ' 


their forefathersC of whom yet they boaſt themſelves Children, both | 
as to faith and bloud) we now find the Change great, as in religion, 
ſo in diſpoſition, and manners 3 


Os which we colle& that the Grounds of our peacefrom thoſe, muſt | 


not be Extirpation, bat Reformation, by rewoving thoſe their falſe 
Teachers, who miſinforme and miſlead the Nation: and our. withall 
inſiruGing the people in the wayes of peace and truth. 

Asts the later Thave obſerved,no people more defrons than are theſe - 


”* to hear and to be inſiruted, nor any better, being ſoe educated. 


Tm which I cannot but mention and recommend as a preſident to os 
thers, theZeale of a pious Slearned Prelate.the preſent Archbilbop of 
Caſhel, who has ſett himſelf on that work induſtricuſly by inſtru#». 
ig the Iriſh-iw their ewne language. antl hath already gathered the”. 
comfo-table frnits of his Goilly labours, drawingin and retaining na- 
ny ofthe Nation firm in the faith, the u»mber alſo. of ſuch increaſing. 

The meanes for that in former times, and in (ome of our owne me- 
mrics, was the trenſitteing and printing our Engliſh Lytargie, and 
he new Teſtament into the Iriſh tongue, t hat teſtifying our care of their - 
faloation,and giving them thereby ts underſtand in their owne lans . 
gage the truth we profeſſe and teach,contrary to the miſinformation 
of others concerningas. © 

And to this. purpoſe that learned prelateDo@ar Bedell lateBiſhop of - 


Kilimcre ( happy in his Zeale and labaurs that way ) to that of the -|. 


NewTeſtament andCommoneprayer' before tranſlated and printed 
is the Irilb tomene, did adde the Tranflation into Iriſh of the old 


Feſtament al/3, with Davids Plalms in meeter, This I have in my. -| 


hands in the mannſcript, «ad wiſh it were for ſuch «publique good, 
drinted ang publiſhed. | | 5 | | 
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Ir the meane time, to give ſome ſtop, if it might be, to th: Current 
of Popery, I conceived it might be convenient and neceſſary that it be 
knowen and declared to this miſſed people, as to others, who that is 
whom they ſo follow ,. that he Isvery Antichriltz by whom they 
may be cer: yed away by that delugevt Apoltacy into perdition, 
whereby theſe may by grace, be brought to conſider their wayes, 

This is that which is in the following treatiſe intended,andis I bope 
to ſome Evidences, which appearing, ether points and erroneus a0? 
Frines of Popery will fall depending ou that the principal, 


' Of this inmy lite preaching it,T had the Homonr of yourExccliencies 


being then an hear-r, And being prevailed with after for publiſhing 
it, T thought it fitteſt for your Lordſhips patronage in whoſe hands 
is the Government of that people for whomthis is particularly deſigs eve 
It was a tonfident preſumption in him , who under the letters 1. $ (it 
may be, farr from his name ) did Offer to your Patronage an 1n- 
vettive againſt that Church of which. you are, The Church cf 
England your mother, as not being the Church of Ehriſt, nor any 
part of it 5 which had its full confutation by a learned pen, DeGor 
Andrew Sal!,7 hope the contrary may find better acceptance form your 
Excellencie,this ſhewing that the Church of Rome of which I. £. 
ſhews himſelf to.be,is ANTICHRISTIAN, And com 
munion there to be unto ſome dangerousz and damnable to c» 
thers, 

It is in this my Comfort which was St. Pauls, ſpeaking before King 
Agrippa , that 1 ſpeake to one who knoweth theſe things: And 
from whom I am perſwaded ( none of theſe things are hidden, 
(AF5,426.3,26. )F or your Excellencie is not a favourer onely of learn- 
ing, but you your ſelfe alſo learned eminently and particularly verſed 


in Church Antiquities , on whizh moſt of that here ſpoken ,is depen 


ding, 
hich your affeTion to learning appears in your large coll:&ion of 
books, with which that your rich and Compleat library iu England is 
ſtored, The fame ef which hath croſſed the Seas hither as elſwhere 4» 
broad, There may the learned find knowledg in varicty,beſide what con-' 
cerrs 
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cerns Records both of England and Ireland, ſuch 8s arenet others 
where,unto which recourſe may behad as toa VATICAN. 
And asto Ireland, confidering the few years of your Government 


ever #5 , 1 dare confidently aver that none, ſo as your Lordſhip, know* 


eth (0 wuch of the Kingdome, people, manners, and ſeveral imtereſſes 
there, aud underflandr better the meaſures,for governing enſwerably. 
And ſuch a perſon, ſo Knowing, this Kingdom requires. 

I: your Excelency ſhines the Heroick, verine and Courage of that 


- . renowned Martyr for King and Country, your illuſtrious Father; and 
' thatwell tempered with your owne perſonall Aﬀability taking with * 


and obliging all;yet to each withs becoming diſtance of fate and place 
Jo as none to preſume on more than Juſifavour in Tudgient, juſtice» 
beivg to all, and any without difference diſp.n(ed. 
Tros Tyriuſve tib1 nullo diſcrimiae habetur, 

This is now teſtifged inthe preſent Eonnaught Court of Claymes 
under your Goternment the Iriſh in that Province having iberein 
their help, as bad before the other parts of the Kingdome their diſtri. 
bution of Lands in former courts of liks natsre, - In which thoſe of 
Connaught having beew"poſt-poned , they weregiven over as rewediles, 
antill by bis gracious Majeſties contiuual care of his people they were 
thus confidered and that by yourL ordſhips procurement and manage- 
went. h 

God multiply his bleſſings on you in your perſon, and in yourExcels 
lent Lady, and noble progeny; and makens happy in the continuance. 
of your proſperous Government , Gelterally deſired 3 which arethe 


prayers of 
(My LORD) = 
Your Excellencies 


Moſt devoted Servant, 


- REN; MI DENSIS. 


So PEOSSOG5T 
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wy Hatbetween the firſt and ſecond comeing of Chriſt 
238 the Church being Setlcd , and propagated by the 
= Apoſtles and their ſucceſſors, there ſhould arife a 
SF certain perſon notoriouſly wicked , an adverſary to 
* Chriſt , and a cruel perſecutor of the Church, whom 
che Scripture I, Johns 2. & 4, calls Antichriſt, is by 
Sctipture and Apoſtolical tradition among Catholiques moſt cer- 
tain, and not to be doubted Sgy the Romaniſts. (a). 

And Whereas #be Apoſtle Speakgs of a Myſtery of iniquity even then (a) q 
in their very times, working (2. Theſs. 247-) andthet many Antichrilts Gui), 
were then in the World ( 2, Iobn; v.7, ) and that there wes one O- Efting 
ther not-yet-come, but in his time to be revealed ( 2 Theſe 2. 5. ) Tom, 4 
z. Job. 2. 18.  1.4.dift, 

Theſe together give us t0 underſtand Antichriſt Conſidered in bis yo 
Several Ages , and gradual appearings ( for Rome was not builtin a 6, 


day.) ; | 
"Ihe knowleds of which Gradual coming of Antichriſt leeds ws to 
the better underftanding hins as 20 bis perſon and appearing, Herein there- 
fore confider. | 
| I. The preparations to Antichriſts comeing. 
2. Hy after appeareing in tbe World, 
I. Thepreparation to his comeing, or hs being conceived and but 
& on Embrio in the wombymay be thoſe firſt times, when that ini- 


quity did work but in a Myſery,thas #gnot yet ſo openly, m an 
Hs 
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Antichr.ft ot himſelf yet appearing, but by others his forerunners:cal- 

ld Antichriſts: and from their number many Antichriſts) and from 

7 chick called ſo, the Spirit of Antichriſt who was to come ( 2. 

obn, V.7, | 

: | This period of time may be extended to the firft- 600 years of the 

# | Church, of which although thefirſt 300 be acknowledged the purer , yet 

l do the latter 30o and the whole 600, poſſe generally under the name of pure, 
c'mparel with toe following. | 

Is which 600 years it is granted, that many Errnurs did creep in- 

zo the Church, For whilethe husbandmen flept, or were leſſe vigilant, 

| th: evemic ſowed Tares among the wheat, both growing together, 

| as-0ur Lord. bad Forewarned ( Math: 13. 24 #031.) yet is it not- 

(b) Fac. withſtanding confidently averred; that withinthoſe 600 years there was 

N ' UVſverus Pot one in the whole World who mightbe properly called a papiſt, 

le Chri, Jaith our moſt learned (after Primate ) Uſher(b)For as the Title of Pope 

Feeleſ, 795 not yet appropriated by and tothe Biſhops of Rome, nor the name 

Precceſs Papiſt from them derived to their followers, ſo thoſe errours before (tolen 

1:9: and crept into the Charch were not then received nor paſſed for 


18 truths, ſome of them but being taken notice of, they were oppoſed both 
Cc ) 74: in the Eaſtern and Weſtern Churches, particularly in France, Ger- 
LE p: many, and even in ourowne Brittain alſo. (c) / 


Aud long after., were thoſe erroneous DoArines of Poper y no other among | 
| the learned of that fide, then points diſputable pro and con, which . 
J were after in the Council of Trent, and: ſome others before , deter- | 
Si mined as de fide, to be thexceforth vo more qu:ftionable. | 1 
'F This was ot to be expetied within thoſe firſt 650 years of the Church, 
| | when was wanting an Univerſal - Biſhop and Pope , by whoſe power a 
| Council wight be ordered to adope thoſe growing Errours for trutbs., 
Ft ' which after fullowed, For at the endof that ſixth century,anud in the en- ( 
' iring on the 7th. in the year 607, wee then begin to hear of Antichrifis : 
( 
0 
r 


appearing in the World: but; 
I: In infancie. 
2. Aﬀter in full age,growth, and ſtrength. 
1. Antichriſts infant age, is what next fotflowetb, and may be fta- 


,NO> * 


ied inthe year 607. in Boniface 3. who by favour 'of Phocas the 1 
, Emperor obtained and aſſumed the title of Univerſa) Bifhop or Pope, Non 
\. which had been  ambitiouſy ſought by Tohn Patriarch 'of Conftanti- * - | 


_— 


-reſtrained,not in that time, to ſeduce the world ſo freely, and ſo Generally 
{: B 
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nople as what hg thought was belonging to the chicf (cat of theEm< 

pire Conſtantinople,whzeb bjs ſo znvading that proud title was by Gre- 
| gory the great Biſhop of of Rome,deelareda ligne of Antichrifts keing 

then at hand,&* that whoſoever aſſumed that title'was Antichriſt or 2 

forerunner of Antichriſt: #ot dreaming how near that by him ſo ſpoken 
was to himſelfe. For while bewas eyeing another perſon, and placegthis 

- was ſoon after foundin his own ſee of Rome 5 and there, in his very 

next ſucceſſor but one, Boneface. z. be Arrogating that high name of 
Univerſal Biſhop #0z content with Primacy without Supremacy: 102 ſa- 
tified with being firſt among the five Patriarchs, but be above 
themalſo, and they ſubjefed to bim, and his rule, ſo be to be over all 
oa and the Church throughout the whole World Subjeted to bim as 
chief. ; | 
And here ſee how near the Pope's two ſo contrary Titles came in, and 
began almgſt togetber;tha of Servas Servorum Dei by Gregory 3 and 
Univerſal Biſhop-by Boniface his ſucceſſour. 
That alſo Antichriſt had ſcarcely begun to ſhew himſelf in this 
Weaſtern part ofthe World at Rome, as now in Boniface when near 
upon that time Mahometthe falſe prophet began to appear in the 
Eal, both to the bane of the Church : the famous Churebes in the Eaſt 
ſuppreſſed by the one; and thoſe inthe Weſt corrupted by the other. 

- 2. Tet was this but Antichriſts infancy, we have yet to ſee bim in 
his full growth of ſirengh and fiature under following Popes, eſpecially 
in Gregory 7th. before called Hildebrand, who inlarged the Papall 
power above all ſpiritual and temporal, #0t onely Biſhops, bt even Ems 
perours alſo being brought under kim, 

As to the time of Gregory. 7. papacy , that was about a thouſand 
yearesfrom the deſiruction of Jeruſalem and Temple, by the Ro- 
mans, In which time of the deſtruQion of Jeruſalm was that Fulnes of 
Chriſfis Kingdom, and its —_— in power That: is, the Goſpel 
Preached to other Nations, and Jeruſalem trodden down of the 
Gentiles \ Luk: 21. 24.) Thereby alſo were the Temple, Fewiſh ſervice, 
worſhip and ſacrifices, taken outof the way, which, for a time, were bind= 


rances to the courſe of the Goſpel. 


1s this Chrifts Kingdom of the Goſpel ſo come, there was #0 be alſoa 
binding up of Satan for athouſand years after,fo as theDevill ſhould be 


a5 


| 8s before Rev: 20. 1,2. 3.) after which thouſand » years, Satan was 
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to be again at liberty ,tor miſchicfe , which looſeing of Satan was the 
period of Antichriſts being alſo atliberty he coming with the work- 
ing of Satan ( 2 Theſi: 2:9. Satan and Antichriſt working by and for 
other, Which thouſand years were then compleated in the Papacy of 
Gregory. 7th. mentioned 
it may he obſerved in this , what is alſo found in other great” 

propbeſies, thatabout the time of their fullflling mens minds have bin 
then ſtirred up' as by inſtin& to enquire after that which was to be 
about that time expected, F 

So was it about the time of the 7o yeares captivity, which when at 
hand, Daniel is then more than before inquiſitive and looking after it's 
accompliſhing ( Dan: 9. 23) | 

So alſo when the fullneſs of time came for Chriſts comeing into the 
world(Gal.q4, ) bow were men then more eſpecially awakened for look- 
ing after and waiting in Jeruſalem for the ſalvation of Iſracl (Luke 
2.25.38. ) ſo as when any eminent perſon appeared that migbt carry any 
likglybood for it. as Tohn B, he was ſent unto, ſolemnely to ſatisfie 
whether he were the Chriſt ( Toh: 1. 19 20) ſo when the thouſand 
years forSatans looſeing;andAntichriſts conſequently appearing, were 
expired the expeQations of ſome were then greater they earneſtly.en- 
quiring , whether Antichriſt was yet come ? or when? As to the lat- 
ter ( ith Richardus viQorinus) theſe thouſand years are already ex» 


; pired, yet when Antichriſt ſhall come,and' Satan be looſed, we know 


(d) 
Rich - 
vickord 
in 
Apoal: 
I, 6:C.7» 


pu E 


4 5 GE 

Which mens not knowing Antichriſts when come , and preſent, 
and feen, and ( by the time for his coming elapſetl) concluded as come. 
1” that we ſee but what was,as toChriſt himſelf. For the time for his com» 
ing being fullfilled and he preſent in the world, and ſeene and ſpeaking 
dayly with them,yet was not known( Foh: 1. 10. 11.)but ſtill expefed. 
So was it as toChrifts Kingdom alſo; he himſelf being interrogated, when 
the Kingdom of.God ſhould come,be anſwered that the Kingdom of 


% 


* God is within you, that 44 among you That which they ſaw not, was 


even then preſent, 8nd with them ( Luk 17. 20-21. ) meaning his Kings 

dom of the Goſpel, ſo were enquiries after Antichriſts comeings, when 
he was already-come, yet not obſerved, F | 

But altbough ſome- were then ſo toſeek, as to Aritichriſt #ot knowing 
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or ſceing bim when, preſent and to heſeen , yet was it not ſo with all; he 
being underſtood of others 9therwiſe, ſo as even to be pointed at, and de- 
clared as to his place and perſons | ' 

Particularly, as to Gregory, 7th. or Hildebrand of whom Eberardus 
in Aventinus, thxs ſpeakgth. Hildebrand one hundred and ſeventy 
yearcs ſince, was the firſt, who under colour ofreligionlayed thefoun- 
dation of Antichriſts Empire. Thoſe Babylonian prieſts would reigne 
alurc,anEqual they cannot indure theyceaſe not to trample all under 
foot,they fit in the temple of God,and are exalted above all that is wor- 
ſhipped,he who tiles himſelfe Servant of Servants is Lord of Lords 
as if he-were God, He frames to himfelf an Empire changing lawes, 
he Eſtabilſheth his owne,he corrupts, robbs, ſpoiles, defrauds, kills ; 
that man of perdition * whom they are wont to call Antichrif, in 
whoſe forehead that name of.contumely is written, Iam God I 
cannot erre, he ſitteth in the temple of God Ruling -all and every 
where,many ſay that Gregory is Aatichriſt ( d ) 

Alſo in the Papacy of Paſchalis, 2. a. 11 05, the Archbiſhop of Flo- 
rence declared publiquely that Antichriſt was even then comeand that 
he did fit openly in the Church pointing at the Popez Az which the 
Pope was ſonearly touched that ina Council at Florence of 340.Biſhops, 
filence in that was impoſed on the Archbiſhop. 

This is that Pope Paſchal , who contended with the Emperor Henry 
5th. for wreſting from him that priviledge concerning Inveſtiture of Bi- 
ſhops, which the Emperors for 300 yeares had poſſeſſed as their right,but the 
Pope finding himſelf overpowred by the Emperour , who was- then with 
an Army in Italy , he did withdraw that bis challenge , leaving the 
Emperor in poſſeſſion of the priviledge' as before. And at a (olemne Maſle, 


adminiſfiring the Holy Supper , the Pope ſaid my Lord the Emper- 


our, This body of our Lord born of the VirginMary,& which ſuffered 
on the crofs , as the Holy Apoſtolique Church profeſleth , I give in 


_ confirmation of this fincere - accord. between us ( aud breaking the 


Hoſt keeping part for bimſelf,and giveing the other part to theEmperour,he 
added ) As this body-ob our Lord is divided, {o let him be divided 
from the Kingdom of Chriſt our Lord, who ſhall attempt the vio- 
lating this covenant between us, to which Anathema,So pronounced, 
all ſaid Amen, Notwithſtanding which:, the Emperour being returned to 
Germany , that very Pope” diſſolved all in that done, and called that pri- 

| Ba - viledge 
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ledge which be ſo confirmed te the Emperour previlegium, not privile« 
gium (Sigebertus aliiq, apud Magdebur. Cent . 12.c, 8. 
(ce) Baronius alſo thus mentioneth( 4. 1170s) Alexander 3, and his 
_ Legatcs letter to thePope his maſter(e)Be pleaſed moſt holyFather,to 
Arma) bear patiently what we ſay,for my ſoul is in bitternes; both your de- 
om voted fon the moſt Chriſtian King of France, and the whole Gallican 
12 Church arc troubled at the ſcandalls, Which in the dayes of your 
1170 Aapotolatarcgiven by the ſee Apoſtolique in ſo much as our- owne 
St-7. c po - F- pottoug ; 
ay, that there Satan is let Jooſe to the deſtruction of the Chureh 
and that Chriſt is again crucified, and a manifeſt Sacrilegious perſon 
diſcharged | 
Alſo loachimus Abbas, 4. 1190 ſaith that Antichriſt is now born 
(t) in the Cittie of Rome and is advanced into theſeeApoſtolique( f 
Roger It were endles in this torun through the ſeveral ages before and until 
Hove Luther , God baveing then in thoſe former times diſcovered Antichriſt 
den- to ſome here and there; but more plainely and more Generally on 
Annal. the preaching of the Goſpell. in the reformation ons which followed 
Ricur. that ſo General a departure as we ſee at this day from that Babylon , 
i 388, #s by that woice from hcavey, Come out of her my people. (Rev:j18,4) 
Conſidering which cleare evidence , and light of this great, audſo im- 
portant truth ſo generally diffuſed throughout , tbe Chriſtian Hem iſpere , 
Thich all may ſee that will ſee; Tt is gregtly 10 be wondred at to find 
notwithſtanding , at home, ſame excelling in Rnowledge and learning to 
. groap in this , in midſt of light, as in darkuet, we baveing the general 
conſent of Reformed Churches abroad. - 
Haveing alſo within oxr ſelves the concurring Judgment of famous 
Biſhops, and learned men , among whom are our Whitegilt , Abbott 
TeweHK, Andrews, Morton, Davenant, Bilfon, Hall, Prideaux,Fulke 
Reynoles, whitaker , and owr Fudicious Hooker above many. And 
inIreland alſs bad we our Uſher, Downham , and Bedell, ( nor to 
mention others ) and the ſuffrage alſo of twelve-Biſhops together de= 
livered by Biſhop Downam, defired:in the name of #he reſt to declare their 
Judgments 22 it in bis Sermon in Chriſt-Church Dublin on the 22, 
of April 1629,This was ſubſcribed Nor..20. 1626. by Ja: Armachanus, 
Malcolm Caſſelend , nth; Midenfis, Re: Dunenſis,, Rich :  Corke, 
Cloyne and Roſe, Thomas Kilmore and Ardagh, Mich: Water- 
ford and-Liſmore, Tho; Ferncs and Laughlin, Geo: Pexenſis dna 
FA» 


To the Reader, 


Aladenſis Theo: Dromor, Fra. Lymerick. 

Theſe are bere named for their laſting honours, beſides robom are others 
of former times, and of the preſent alſo, not m:ntioned- 

Add our Engliſh Book of Homilies, approved and publiſhed by autho= 
rity, in which is ſufficient to ſhew the DoGrine of tbe Church of England 
to the ſame Purpoſe. 

- But what needs more than that Excellent Paraphraſe on Rev. 20, 'y 
the moſt Learned among Kings, King James of ever bleſſed memory, proving 
and concluding the Pope Antichritt, &c. in that his learned Pen and ex- 
cellent Work, leaving a laſting monument to the World 'of bis being Defen- 
der of the Faith 3 4 glorious Title deſcending to him , and to his Royal 
Family for ever, 

By which Learned work of that Great Prince,that Roman beaſt felt ix 
ſelf ſo wounded, that their greateſt Champion Bellarmine ( but under a 
diſguiſe) was inforced to run in and help;but with ſo bad ſucceſs,that there= 
by oecaſion was given to Learned men to clear up that Truth , as we find 
it this day, above contradifion, other than cavalling. | 

And yet ſtrange it is notwithſtanding 10 ſee ( as was ſaid) ſome of excel.- 
lent parts in knowledge and Learning among our ſelves now. ſticking here," 

ſome being in that led by a reverend elteem of ſome others of another 
Judgment, but ſo few as to be numbred and not to weigh in the ballance. 

- Of theſe, ſome labour toſtave off Antichriſtfrom Rome, for avoiding what 
they ſuppoſe inconvenient , our deriving our Church and Holy Orders, 

from an Antichriſtian ſtate, which needed not to trouble, 

But ſome out of a peaceable inclination , deſigning the reconciling 
Rome and us in one, or at leaſt not ſo far to offend that Party, as if Rome 
were to be complemented and obliged thereby to fauour our cauſe or perſons 
the more, were we -in their power. 

ſ. Whereas by ſuch our connivance and filence #ot ſpeaking out what is 
truth, That Rome is Babylon, the Pope Antichriſt, and that commu- 

*Hion there is dangerous to ſome, and to others damnable , and by our 

tender forbearance in this, Popery and that Church doth pals for Catho- 
lique, Ancient, Holy, and the very way to Salvation. Whereby not few 

_ have beenſeduced and drawn away from the Truth profeſſed, as others may 

b:, who hear of nothing to the contrary; tbereby are alſo thoſe of that com- 

. munion faſtned there, they being confirmed by this our ſilence. 

On which confideration, and that this firikgs at the root of Popery;Thave 
been led t0this ſubjetls © © Which 


| \ To the Reader, | 

IP bich at firſt was intended but for that Honourable Auditory and place 
onely where it was preached, but by multiplied importuninies of many,and 
being awakened by an imperfe Copy taken while it was in peaking, whieh 
T underſtcod to have been diſperſed, and T know not bow far, and might be 
(1 feared) to the prejudice of the Truth, and to the advantage of Adverſa- 
ries, I therefore conſented to the reviſing aud publiſhing thereof for avoiding 
thoſe inconveriencies, declaring this, and none other, to be what Town, 

In which as now ſet forth, are ſome things more than were delivered in 
Preaching, yet what was intended, had time permitted ; ſomething T1 is 
added for further inlargement, which might better paſs (T conceived ) in 
* writing than in ſpeaking. | 

And although that called a Sexmon be ſwoln hereby ahove its ordinary 
bulk, it is notwithſtanding ftill ſhort of what may be neceflary for the clear 
opening of 1his great Point, yet do T ſtop there. Notwithſtanding at preſent, 
ſuppoſing there may be an opportunity after offered for defence of that deli- 
. vered by that oppoſition, which is not to be doubted this may find from the 
adverſe Party. ET 

Whatever this 4, all is ſubmined to the judicious Reader, defiring Gods 
bleſſing it to all, particularly to thoſe , who yet bear not that voice fram 
Heaven, Come out ofher, my people, that ye be not partakers of her 
fins, and that ye reccive not of her Plagues (Rev, 18, 4+) 


”—_ 


Church, Dublin, Nov: 12. 1676. {= ' 
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2, Theſs: 2. 3. to 13. 


V. 3. There ſhallcome a falling away firſt, and that man of ſin ſha. 


berevealed, the Son of Perdition. 

| V. 4. Who oppoſeth and exalteth bimfelf above all that is cal/ed God. 
or that is worſhiped , ſo that be as God Sitteth in the Temple of God , 
ſhewing himſelf that be is God. | 

V.'5. Remember ye not that while Iwas yet with you , I told you 

theſe things. 

V. 6. And now ye kaow what witholdeth, that he might be revealed in 
by time. | : 

V. 7. For the myſtery of iniquity doth already work onely be who now 
leteth will lex, until be be taken out of the way, 

V.$. And then ſhall that wicked be revealed, whom- the Lord ſhall 
conſunt# with the Spirit of his mouth and ſhall deſtroy with the brightnes 
of his comeing. WE. 1” | 

V. 9. Even bim whoſe comeing is after the working of Satan with all 

. power aud ſigns and lying wonders, Kh 

V. 10s And with all deceivablenes of unrightouſnes in them that periſh , 

| beeauſe they received not the love of the Truth that they might be ſaved. 

V. 11; And for” this eauſe , God ſhall ſend them ſtrong deluſions , that 
they ſhould believe a lye. | © OR 

V. 12. That they #ll might be damned , who believed, not the truth but 


had pleaſure in unrighteouſneſs, 3 


He words read exceedmuch the now ordinary bounds 
of a Text, yet being all of a piece , nothing could be 
well omitted. | 
, The words arca prophefic of evil times to the Church, 
and to the World by one here termed 4 man of Sin. 


(v. 3. ) and who that man of Sinis, is now the enquirie 3 -And well 
| worthy 
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worthy own enquiry, the import of the matter; and its concerne 
generaly , confidexed- | 
The diſcovery of this man of Sin, will appeare in the deſcription here 
given of him, both in his | 
Riſe and - His fall v. $8. His riſe before v. 3+ Theſe 
Fall [ $ make upthe parts of my Text. 


gether ,the Man of fin , will be diſcovered who he 4. 

7. Here is his caraQer , condition and qualite what kind of per- 
ton he is, a man of ſin. v. 3+ | 

2. Heis alſo confidered as to the place, where he is to be ound, 
Sitting in the temple of God, 

2,- Here is alſo the time when he is to appeare in grandeur , when 
be that did then lett or hinder ſhould be removed then ſhall that wicked 
be revealed. © | y | 

4 Hi aftings in tbe World, when he ſhould be revealed, and by 
which he ſhould be knowne aboye others , he oppoſing and exalting 
himſelf above all that is called God &c. v. 4. 

He to whom all theſe agree, and in whom all meer together , is 
that man of Sin, this Sox of perdition whom we now ſeeke after. 


| OTA 
His condition and quality is herein to be firſt conſidered, that be is 

a man of Sin. 
A man of S7n1s 2 Scripture form of fpeaking for one above others fint- 
full, The word fnner, ſometimes imports the preater ſort of Sinners : 
and where the word finners is firſt found in Scripture (Gen: 13.13.) 
it is ſaid of Monſters of Sin,thoſe of Sodom who were Sinners before the 
Lord Exceedingly, And ſurely aman of Sin, intends ſomething morc 


| ednes, A man of fin (faith Grotius ) fignifieth ſome perſon nozably and 
above all athers wicked (a) | 
And accordinglyis this man of fin here one above others finfal, both 
in life,and profeſſion. therefore called ſpiritually Sodom.CRev: 11. 8 and 
as to faith and dofirine, An Apoſtate( And: what is in that kind worſe?) 
falling away ( v. 3 ) departing from the faith (1 Time 4. 1.) denying 
the Lord thatbought them , and bringing in, damnable berefies ( 2. Pet. 
8 Yand'do@rines of the devills, forbidding to marry and commanding 


vp 


His Riſe is here under 4 conſiderations by which brought to- _ 


aw__ tu.  ” «SC P—Yy [ O—_—_ PIFY r_Y a <a 


than aSinuer. Reza rendersrit merum Scelus, meer or very wick-_ 


is Jani C(ﬀ_OAGO__ _. Ac. Aa oo 


(3) 


to abſtaine from meats &c,(1- Tim:4. 1. 2+ 3.) we know who do ſoc of 


theſe Apoliate profeſſors are thoſe alſo of whom St. Tobn ſpeaketh;whe 
deny that Feſus is the Chrift , adding ,be is an Antichriſt that denyeth 
the Father and the, Son whoſoever denyeth the Son bath not the Father ( 1. 
lohn: 2. 22.23.) And every ſpirit that confeſſeth not, that Feſus Chriſt is 
come in the fleſh , is not of Gd, and this is that ſpirit of Antichrift , wherof 
ye bave beard that it ſhould come,and even now already , #4 it-in the world 


(1.Toh: 4.3-)Not that Antichriſt or every Antichriſt denyeth Chrift come + 


in the fliſh, Some did (o 3 nor do all heretiques ſpeake the ſame thing, 
but whoſoever ſhall ſay that Chriſt is not come in the fleſh is an Antichriſt, 
In all is to be obſerved. ; 

I. That all falſe doirines and berefies, whether againſt the dofrine 
and truth of Chrift, of which the Apoſtle Sr, Pauls ſpeaks ( 1. Tim. 4. ) 
or againſt Chrifts perſon or Natures, of whom St, Iohn ſpeaks. both theſe 
are againſt Chriſt, and ſuch as ſo teach and believe , are. therefore 
( becauſe againſt Chriſt ) Antichrift, ſo as every deceiver is an Antichriſt 
(1+Toh: v, 7. ) I Fxdg ( faith St, Hierom ) all chief beretiques to be Ano 
ticbrift under the name of Chriſt teaching contrary #0 Chriſt. (b) 


(b) St. 


2, Hereby we find that there-are meny Antichriſts(1: John: 2, 18, Hiero. 
and of thoſe many that ſome were then-, in the Apoliles .dayes in the in Mat. 
world. ( 1+ Iohn: 4. 3) 4poeftats from the faith before profeſſed ; They 24. 


went from us,but were not of us ſaith the Apolile (1.T0h: 2+ 18. 19.) 

3- Obſerve, that among thoſe 'many ' Antichrifts there is one "hiefe 
Anticbrift.ſce both in 1s Iohn © 2. 18: litle children, it is tbe laft time,as 
ye bavebeard that Antichrift ſhall come,even now. are there many Aniichrits, 

In this we find thoſe two ſorts of Antiebrifts diſtinguiſhed. 1, It 
number : Antichrifts plarally And many Antichrifts ; the other but 
Anmtiebrift ing:oneamong many. 2. Theſe two alſo are diſtingniſhed 
in time,, Of thoſe many ſome already come,and then in the World; but 
that one Antichrift then not yet come, yet expeRed ( 2, Thelss 2. ) tobe 
revealeden bis time ( v. 7. 8.) 3-ſee that one and chick Aatichrilt a- 
bove the reſt pointed at Emphatically,by an Artieie which is in the 
Greek, not. expreſſed in our Engliſh O=rrixewre that Article O «v7ri- 
xerree or that Antichriſt C faith Grotins ) points at ſome one Anticbriſt 
among thoſe many more noted (b)). And with like Emphaſy is this man 
of fin.in the Text expreſſed by that man of fin , The Son of predition 
( V. 3. That wicked(.v. 8, ) and even him, whoſe comeing i4 ofter the 

. C 


 Work= 


(c) St. 


8 

working of Satan ('v. 9.) 
| 4- Obſerve, that great Antichriſt in $» Tohn and this war of Sin 
in S, Paxl to be intended of the ſame perſon; nonean+ dowbt but that St, 


Aug. in Fax! doth Jeak, theſe things of Annebriſt Gith $. Auguſtine. ( c ), 


2 Thef, Whereande 


(d)Au. 


criump, 


de-po- 
teltate, 
Ecc. 
Q. 36 
A ct %7. 


(ce) 
Grot. 
de An- 
tichrift. 


ftian fallen away (v.3. )fuch as was not Caine, a pagan, and never 0- 


ſewhere we find th: ſame perſon under ſeveral names, 

under diverſe confiderations , fo called $:4om and-Egy)t (Rev. 11.8) 
the great whore( Rev: 17. 1. Babylon v, 5. and here that man of Sin 
(v) and by St, Tohn, Antichriſt, In which variety of names, ſomeone - 
is at preſent to be principally uſed, for avoiding confuſion in which 
I ſhall chooſe that of Antiebrift as being a word borh Scriptural, and 
Ecckfieftical,frequently occurring in the Fathers,and Ecclefiaſticsl wri- 
ters, ancient and moderne. 

5. Obſerve that man of Sin , or Antichrift , although ſingularly, 
and Emphatically, and as it were, perſonally pointed at, is not nor- 
withſtanding to be underſtood as terminated in any one individualeperſon 
wharſoever, but as thoſe many Antiehriſts make up that wicked ſociety 
of Apoſtate Heretiques,of what kinde ſoever ; fſo-is this great Anti- 
chrift A chicf ofthis great Apoſtalſy , but ar one in ſucceſſion , though 
diverſe in perſons, ſois it-ſaid of the Pope and Papacy (d) That as v0 the 
Place and office of the Papacy all Popes from firſt to laſt, are but as one 
'Fope,ſo when they Gay, the Pope is bead of the Church , that is not in- 
tended of any one Pope alone, butof any and all in that ſucceſſion. 

Thus of dnichrift , as here conſidered in his perſon , condition and 
quality, A man of Sin, one in profeſſion and foith,alſo in life and manners 

finfull exceedingly; and how that is , will appear after in particulars. 
| By * Eatraþe | 

We have next to ſee this man of Sin , as to his place , where he 
ſhould appeare, and is to be expeRed; fitting in theTemple of God, 

Which words The temple of God, ſome appropriate to Ferufalem, 
and the Temple' there, ſo underftood properly ( faith Grotius ) in both 
Teftaments (e) It ſeerrs alſo to make for this 5 what is inſtanced of' 
Cajxs one of the Roman Emperours, who cauſed his image or ftarue 
to be placed in the temple at Feruſalem to be worſhiped : which agrees 
( fay ſome |} with the Text literally , This man of fin, fitting 
the temple of God 8c. k Eo - - 

But this man of Sin or Antichrif, is intended of an 'Apoſtezte Chri- 


herwile , therefore not he this Antichriſt, *B 


(5) 

2, Nor is A®ebrift one individual perſon,but a chief in ſucceilion 
heading an Antichriſtian ſtate and FaQion, therefore not Cains nor 
Symon Magus, or any other ſuch whoſoever \which will after appearc 
more fully. | 

3.The temple of Godin theText is interpreted theChriſtian Charch,by 
theFathers.St. Auguſtin, Cbriſſoſtom, Hjerame, Hilary, Theophilat, Theoderet 
and others, alſo by Themas Aquinas and others, of the Schoolmey, 

4. Notwithſtanding what is confidently averred by ſome, that in 
both Teftaments, the Temple of God is intended of that Temple in Feru- 
Jalem.the contrary appeares 3 and that the Chriſtian Church is alſo in 
that pointed at in both Teſtements. So in Zech: 6. 12. 1 3. Bebola 
the man whofe name is tbe Branch ( meant , of Chrift Zech. 3. 8. If 
x4. 7. ) fer. 3. $133.15 )be ſhell grow out of bu place, and he ſhall build 
the Temple of 1he Lord even be ſhall build the Temple of the Lord, and be 
Jhall beare tbe glory ſhall fit 598 bis throne. In; which is not incended 
the Temeple of Feruſalem, as it built by Ghriſt 3; - whoſe deliruction he 
declared thoſe dayes alfo of its deftrucion being the time of the 
Lords comeixp $0 Judge that people,and then fetting up his Temple ofthe 
Chriſtian Church , where he would be worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth , 
not any longer in Types and Sacrifices, as in Feruſaleme (lohn © 4. 30. 
27. 23- ) And the Chriftien Goſpel Church taken as Catholique , and 


pl 


. of both Nations is called the honfhow'd of God , built on the foundation 


of the Aoftles, and propberr, Feſus Chrift bim{clf b:ing the chief corner 
ftons, in whom alt 1be building fittly framed together groweth unto #n holy 
Temple ith Lord, in whom they are alfo builded together for an babi- 
tation.of God through-vhe Spirit. ( Ephcſ: 2. 19. 20, 21-22) 

'And as by the Temple, ſo by ernſalem alfo is the Goſpel Church of 
Jew and Gentile Gignifycd,and that alſo, as the Church is Mz/itant and 
Triumpbant \ Jeruſalem which is above being mother of ns all , (Gil. 4 
25. 26: 2 gf 

which ft is to-be obferved.that the ftate of the! Chriftian Church 
is fet foxth in the Revelations by 2. Viſions of 2 women. 

One, the Holy Chriſtian Church, repreſented in a: woman cloathed 
mith the ſun , and the mon undey her feet, aud upon ber head'a crown 
of 12 ftarrs, ſhe trevaileing with Child( ſhewing her numerous T'ue ) 
who was before barren ( If: 54:1_) ſhealſo, and hers proſecutes and 
perſecuted by the dragon but, preſerved( Revs 12, 1+ 2: 3+ 6.13, I'4 I5-/ 
16" 17. C2 Bu 


y 


(6) 


Put the other woman,lignifying the Church Antichriſtian,perſecating 
the true profeſſors, and, drunke with the bloud of the Saints, and with 
the bload of the martyrs of Feſus ( Rev. 17,142,445.6, 

Obſerve alſo that theſc 2; women ( or the Chureh under #beſe 2 ſtates 
and conditions Jare allo repreſented by 2.Citiess the great City Babylon 
and Ferſalem: that City named Babylon ( Rev. 17..5. 18-) being for 
that Anncbrijtian ftate; but the other City Jeruſalem ( Rev. 20, & 2x, 
& 22./tor the Church of God,the new Jerwuſslem aud Temple;no won- 
der then if by Jeruſalem and the Temple the Chriſtian Church. be tignis 
fieds 

| 5, And that Jerwſslem and the Temple there,could not betheplace, 

where that man oflin or Antichritt was to fit, appears, in that Baby- 

lon, the city contrary to Jeruſalem, is declared Antichrifts ſeas: Alſo 

that the deſcription given to that City ( the ſeat of Antichriſt ) no 

way ſuits with Ferz/el-ne;(ec for that Rev. 17.6, 7, 8,18, ) whereby 
Babylon, the Romaniſts ( we need go no further ) intend Rome, and 

for that theRbemiſts earneſily contend in their Annotations on( 1 Pet, 
5.13-)The Church that is at Babylon ſaluteth you ( aith St. Peter) which 

i5 their Scripture proof : for St, Peters being at Rowe, Allo Cardiach + 
Beronius. {peaking of the name Babylon in the Revelation,Ceriiffinunm 

eſt, &*c: it us moſt certain { ſaith he.) that by the name Babylon, the City 

Rome # ſignified (f) and Cardinal Bellgrmine by Bebylons deſcription, 

f) An- agrecing to Rome, concludes out of Tertulian, Netiffimum eft, & ec. 
"1-, (faithhe)lIt i moſt evident end ackzowledged,that Rome is built on-ſeven. 
* * bills nor was there auy.otber City,, mbich in the dayes of St, John, had, 
(g)De dominion or reigned over the Kings of tbe earth, but Rome onely (g)Rome 
(faith he) and no other city; not Conftynitinople, which although after 

Pont I: : ftiled. Rome, or new Rome, being allo ſeated on hills , yet did not that 


' ,, And it Rome be #be City for that malignant tate 5 then muſt the 

Temple of God, be underftood to be there; and Rome to be the place 

for Anticbriſts Puting. But, it is objected that the Church of Rome 

(ſhould be then. called -*be. Tewple of God where, Antichriſt finteth. 
| . | . "Res. 


(7) 


* Res, ſo 'was Jeruſalem alſo once the faithfull City. And even when 

at worſt ; after their crucifyingthe L»d it was then calied the Holy 
Czty ( Math 26, 53 }) haveing that name' from what befare it was, 
So was Rome once famous over the World for its faith ( Rom. 1.8) 
and the Church there was the Temple of God. And it was an hon- 
our to the Church of Rome, that it held out Jonger than ſome other 
Churches , and oppoſed the herefies riſing and prevaileing in the 
Eaſtern Churches 3 yet as thoſe famous churches of A4fia , fell from 
their purity ( particularChurches may faile) ſo did Rome it (elf after, 
and that oe? faithful City became an Harlot Rev. 17.56) as was ſaid of 
Jeruſalem; and their ſilver was become droſſe , and their wine mixt with 
water (If, 1.21. 22)once pur,, now mixt and Corrupt with Errors, 
and they even Apoſiate from that faith profeſſed by their forefathers, 
yet from what once was, and from what is yet there left of Good ( though 
mixed and Corrupt ) that Church is called by the . Apoſtle here The 
temple of God and there. Antichriſt fitting, 

The ſum of all is that Babylon , which is acknowledged to be 
Rome, and the Temple of God there, or the Church of Rome Apoſt at from 
the faith formerly profeſſed is the place where Amtichriſt is 10 be ex- 

eficd and found, which was the 2. circumſtance here conſiderable 
- © for Antichriſts diſcovery: his place : firting in the Temple of God, 
; INI 


The Next is that of time, when beſhwwld appeare 

Little difference is between the Romaniſts' and us, 2s to the | 
place; but the queſtionis of the time, for as the Jewes ſpeak. of 
Chrift yet ts come;(o do they of Rome concerning Antichriſt, and that 
he is expedted about the end of the World and at Rome, when Rome ſhall 
turne Apoſtats but we Aﬀert that Antichriſt is already c:me 3 and that 
long fincezand that he is even now in the World ating as # ſaid of bim < 
which is te be now examined. | 

The time for Antichriſts appearing is thus in the text expreſſed (v. 
5.6, 7. 8 ) Remember ye not ſaith the Apoſtle , That when T was yet 
with you Trold you theſe things, and now: ye know what winbboldeth 
that be might be revealed in bis time , for the myſtery of iniquity dotb 
" work already,onely be who who now letteth, will let, until be be taken ont 
of the way, and then ſhall the wicked be revealed, 


Unto this isto be added that in Rev: 17. ( both places joyned , 
| making 


, (8) | 


making up this whole matter) For in Rev. 17. We read” of 4 Worean 
firting on a beaſt with 7. beads ( that woman being that great City 
Rome and thole 7. heads interpreted both 7. bills on which that City is 
ſeated, And alſo 7.. Governments called 7, Kings, - Kingly , or ſupreame, 

Of which 7. Governments of Rome. it is ſaid that 5. are fallen, and 
cne is, and#be other not yet ;come, and tbat when be cometh, be muſt con- 
tinxe a ſhort ſpace, and that the beaſt that was , and is not, and yet is, 
which is added (v. 8.) even he is the cighth , andis of the ſeaven , and 
goeth into perdition v. 10.11.) _ $0 | 

| For opening both which Texts together, | 

I. It is granted, that Rome is that great City ſeated on ſeven bills 
and ruling over the Kings of the earth. : | R 
. 2» That theſe ſeven heads or governments , are Romes ſeven Govern- 
ments alſo. | 

3. Of thoſe ſeven Governmengs of Rome, it is ſaid that five are fal= 
lex: (o in St. Jsbns time were thoſe firlt five fallen, thatis, 1. Kings, - 
2; Conſuls, 3. Difators, 4. Decemvirs, 5. Tribuni militum (thoſe veſted 
with Conſular and Supreme power ) which five arc fo by Livy di- 
ſtintly mentioned : What (faith he)zbe Romans did, firſt-under their 
Kings, after under their Conſuls, Ditators, Decemvirs , end Conſular 
Tribunes, whether as to wars abroad, or fuppreſſing troubles at bome , T 
have (aid he) ſet forth in five baoks --- (Tit. Liv+lib.6 )AIl which their 
firſt five chief Governinents were tallen away, and not then in St. Jobas 
_ time of writing, in being. F 

4. Where it is ſaid, that one i5;In that is Romes ſixth form of Govern- 
ment n:xt following thoſe five before fallen , this fixth being that of 
Ceſars, or Emperours, whichis, ox then was, when +his ws written, the 
Roman Emperours then, and hundreds of years after, reigning-in the 
world, and over the Kings of the earth. I; 

5. That there was another yet to follow, being Romes ſeventh form of 
Government, not then yet come when that was written, but expe&ed: 
concerning which I ſhall ſhew; | 

1. What kind of Government this is, and how diſtin or differing 
from the former. | | | 

2. That for introducing;this ſeventh form of-Government;the laſt 
| foregoing, the ſixth, was to be retaoyed 5 and was removed accor- 


dingly- ts 
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I- 3. That on the removing ofthe fixth,this ſeventh ſucceeded. 
What kind of Government this ſevemtb is, and how diftind and dirffer- 
ing from the former : As to Romes former ſix Grernm-uts , th:y were 
all cavil and military. This ſeventh is principally Hierarchical or Pontifi- 
cal. Such a kind of Government was that Prizftly and Mzcchabe rn, 
among the Jewes after the captivity , which continued until ncar 
the time of Chriſts coming 3 about which time it was by Herod ſup- 
reſſed. | 
: And that Antichriſts dominion in Rome ſhould be ſuch, is imply- 
cd in bis ſitting (that is in Chief) in the Temple of G1d , the Temple of 
Goddenoting as the place, ſo the perſon alſo as th his condition and qu.:- 
lity, that he ſhould be Clerical. He ſhall attain Eccleſiaftical dignities, 
#nd in the Temple of God ſhall he ſit holdia; there the ſeat or Chair of Emi- 
nency, faith Radulphus Flaviacenſis de Anticbriſto ( Levit, c. 1.) apud 
Magdeburg. (Cent. 10. c. 4:) Alſo P:;pe Gregory-the Great ſRiles Anti- 
chrift, Sacerdotem Vniverſalem,ibe Univerſal Prieft, for whom; (aith he )an 
Army of Prizſts.s prepared, (h) (hewing his Ara'y and Arms ſpiritual,,. 
other than before. | (1)'. 6. 
Of which Romes Pontificality,, it is aid (Rev. x7.8,11.)that #t was, Ep.28. 
ad 3s #0t, and yet is, and that being an eighth, it ſhould yet be of tbe ſe- 
»endb, that is, | | 
M: 1, That this Pontificality was, as is laid, that which is now in Rom: » 
ir what was alſo there befare under former Governments, 
For as to matters referring to Religion, the Roweans had of old, in- 
ſtituted by Numa Pompilius, their Pontifices, or Under-pricſts, and over 
them a Chief Prieft called (Pontifex Maximus) which lower Priefts were ,_ _ 
exempt from civil jurisdiftion, and onely ordered by bim who was Pontiſex () Dio- 
Maximus, be bimſelf not being accountable toany. (1) © nil. Ha- 
2. Of this Roman Pontificality which was of old under the firſt five licarna. 
Governments; It is faid alſo, that it not: (Rev» 17. 8.) 1.e. then nn- ant.Ro. 
der the fxth Government that af :Ceſars(which was thatin being when 12: 
that was declared to St. Jobn) then was it faid-that this is nor, or they G20d- 
is was not, for the Roman Emperour conceiving the Priviledges of the Wins 
Pontifex Maximus overgreat and ndt ſafe in any band but his ,owne, it ROM» 
being independent, therefore he aſſumed and annexed it to the Imperial Antiq- 
Crows , ſo as it became one of the Imperial Titles ,,to be Ponnfex 1.2.{cQ- 
Maximus thus continuing untill it was by Gratien 6 Chriftion Em- 2-C-15- 
| peror 


a 


perour altogether aboliſhed (o as that office of Pontifex;Maximus which 
-was under the 6, Goverment' was changed from what it was atfirſt 
'by Numa Pompilins, Swallowed uf in the perſon ofthe Emperour, and 
atter quite aboliſhed, therefore that which was, now is not, or then was 
101 when that was by St. John written. | 
3 Yet is it added ( Rev. 17.8.) that what ' was, and and is nor, 
Jet js, there the preſentis for the tuture , as'is- uſual. in ſpeaking of 
things tobe, I: js, i .e . it ſhall be again or as now to us, it may be 
ſid that it js : being inthe Romiſh Pontificat reſtored; not as before 3 be+ 
fore it was an honerable office emong the firſt 5. Governments they wete 
ſnpreatne, under which this was , although independent. Nor is it 
- now as it was after under the 6th, Government that of Ceſars: it 
haveing bin then annexed to the Tinpcrial Crown 3 bnt now in the Romiſh 
Pontificat, this that was, and after was not, now is , being reſtoredand 
created ſupream where we find even the very Title of Pontifex- Maximus 
retain'd, and the priviledges alſo, which:the Pontifices , or under-priefts 
had of old now again tnthem reſerved they being, as much as may be, ex<- 
ted from civiÞpower , and onely accountable 30 bim the now Pontiftx 
maZimus, and be himſelf #0 none other. a | 
4. It followeth to ſce, how this becomes an e 
 vernment, yet. but of the ſeventh (Rev.17-11.) That is ſo by the Popes, 
: advancing bis ſpiritual dominion and title above all Powers , the Empe- 
rour not excepted, and being in bis ſpiritual capacity #he ſeventh, he be- 
comes now 11 that exalted Power an eighth', the Priefthood the ſeventh, 
being in his exalted Power Taiſed to an eighth beadly yet of the ſeventh 
itig, as 20 nature 8nd kind this is the feventh, but an-$8th, 


emp 


_ - notwithſtandin 
- alſo in degree and power. 
But to the introducing't 


This required wary expreſl $ 
to the Chriſtians from the Emperor 3 that being a erime Leſe Mz- 
- j;tativ. This the Jewes objected to Chrift, Toby the 18. 12, 15. and 
to his Apoſtles, (As, 17,7. 25+ 8. )Therefore we find the Apoſtle, 
here very circumſpet indeclaringhimſelFin ir, not ſpeaking all, but 
. referring; to what he had before told' them in the eare, Remember ye 


ighth head in that Go- 


his ſeventh bead-in the Government of Rome, 
. * wasthe loft foregoing (the (1b that of Czſars) to give place,and tobe firſt 

taken out of tbe #yay, This is next to be conſidered, ſee' it ſo in-the 
' (:text (('v. 5. 6.7, $- ) which now -comein. | 


ons, not thereby to raiſe perſecutions. 


(11) 


#0t what 1 told you of theſe things when 1 was yet with you(2,Theſſ: 2, 5, ) 
and being now to write of the ſame thing, how darkly is that done? 
not nameing Emperour or any thing that way, onely when he that now 
letteth ſhall be taken out of tbe way, which indeed was the Emperor, 
by whom that former office of Pontifex Maximus was taken out of 
the way, and the Emperour alſo being likely to oppoſe any other 
over topping power in that kind 3 Therefore in order to Romes 7th» 
bead orGovernment was the ſixth tobe removed, and that it was ſo accor- 
dingly we find ir. 

I. In Conſtantine the Greate, ( the firſt Chriſtian Emperour ) his 
changeing the ſeate of the Empire , which was Rome Anciently , and rc- 
moving to Conſtantinoplcz thereby leaving the City of Rome , as it 
Wcre Vacant. | 

2, When by ſucceeding Emperours the Roman Empire was divi- 
ded, and the Roman Eagle before under one. head , having after 2 
headsiand ſpread into theEaftern, and Weltern Empircs,and that alſo 
the ſeate of the Weſtern Empire was other where than at Rome, ther- 
by was that place left to the Biſhops of Rome in a yet farther degree 
then before. 

3+ But yet more, when ann,475.the Weſtern Empire had quite ex=- 
pired..,and ended in Augwtulys ( as it began in Auguttcs ) the Em- 
pirc haveing bin invaded by the Goths and other Barbarous Na- . 
tions, by whome alſo Rome it ſelf was taken, and poſſeſſed about 50. 
yeares, the Pope himſelt being alſo expelled and put to ſeek tor a time, 
another habitation, Hereby was the Weſterne Empire deter:1:1acd, 
and ſo continued 325. yeares. 

This was the 2. bead propoſed, the firſt removing bim that did let , 
for makging way for him that was to ſucceed, 

HE Itfollowes to ſhew the others ſucceeding accordingly, and 
that gradually comeing on according to the tteps oft the formers 
receding, | 

1. For on Conſtantines leaving Rome, and making Conſtantinople 
the ſeat of his Empire thereby ( Scdevacante ) the biſhop of Reme ens 
tered on the poſſeſſion of the City of Rom«3( he Komanilts add);by dong» 

tion from Conftantine, with addition ofother large Territorics, held in 
fee, and in Demeaſae for ever, This 1 paſſe it not being n.- +3zke 
D 2% 
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atpreſent to examine it. In this ſtate things ſtood about 300, years, 


Romes Goverment being inthat time by its Biſhops, yet ſubjected 


to the Emperor by which they were kept within their bounds, for 


Rome being but one of the 5. Patriarchs, although chief among them, 


was not yet above thems 
2. So continued it wntill the Empire determined in Aupuſtuluc, an, 


475. after which 4n. 697, Boniface. 3. obtained from Phocas Emper. . 


or of the Eaſt, that ot the Patriarch ofConftantinople(who contended 
for being Chief ) b«t the Biſhop of Rome ſhould be univerſal Biſhop, This 


Gregory 1. Biſhop of Rome had before condemned in John Patriarchof 


Conftantinople, and by his but attempting it , concluded bim , or any fo 


doing , to be Antichriſt or by forerunner, and that Antichriſt bimſelf 
was not farre off, And now was theTitle of Pope appropriated to the Biſhop | 
of Rome, which was before communicated to other Patriarchs, and 


Popes alſo indifferently. 


And hithertoreacbed Romes Epiſcopal and Patriarchal Government; | 


of whichit was ſaid that it ſhould continue s ſhort ſpace, Rev. 7. 10. 
which was about 3oo, yearss, that being but ſhort compared with 
what followed from Boniface 3. when the Title began to ſwellto its 


 greatues, they being thenceforth wniverſal Biſhops ,and Popes above 


al, 


of bis power in depeſing the Lawful King of France , and advancing 


Pipin his Subje& to be King,and after created Charlemaine Emperor;- 


both as champ ionsfor the Church,to Expellthe Barbarians who had 


invaded Italy , out of whoſe handsRome was recovered, and reftored . 


to the Pope , with addition of other large Territories. 


4+ But all this while, the Popes power, was ia ſome things re- _ | 


ſtrained by thoſe Emperovrs of their own making, who reſerved 
10 themſelves the chooſing and placeing of Biſhops and the approbation 
even of the very Poſer n= 

In this Gregory 7th. contended with Henry the 4, Emperour, 
whomheExcommunicated & depoſed ſtirring up againſt him his ſub- 
jeAtRodulphus,nameing himEmperour, and giveing the Crown ,with 


PETRA DEDIT PETRO; PETRUS DIADEMA RODULPHO, 7 


Of the troubles, bloud, and deſtrufion to Germany in that, 1ſpeak 


rot, onely that to this Gregory 7. is by Papiſh - writers that glory 
| | | given, 


3- But after Boniface 3. Pope Leo. 3, an.. $00. made a farther Eſay . 


bo ww _ a. a anos an PIFY 


> Bn ©S pat, FS th Ch Muw 


years, 
bjeced 
ds, for 
- the m, 


lus, att, 


mpere . 


tended 
29þ.This 
arch of 
rany ſo 
bimfſelf 


e Biſhop 


S,and 


ment, 


7+ IOs 
| with 
[ro its 
#bove 


Eſſay 
ncing 
perore- . 
) had 
ored . 


'S IC. | 
"ved 
tion 


our, 
{ub- 
vith 


eak 
ory 
7en, 


10, 1 


Er TIE 


13) 

* given, that he was Imperij Pontificij ſundator ; others his predeceſſors 
attempted the reaching at the temporll power, but was not till now 
attained, 

And after, the Emperour Henry 5. comeing to Rome to be Crow- 

.rend by Pope Paſchalis.2. the Pope would not conſent tohis Co- 
ronation, except he firſt did pive over all Right of El:Gion of Popes, 
and of inveſtiures of Biſhops by ſtaffe and ring 3 In which although that 
Pope failed then cf his end, yet was that atcer attaincd. 

5, And although In all this the Pope had gained the point of tem- 
poral ſoveraignety 3 and the gaining alſo out of Temporal hands into the 
Popes power, the Inveſtitures of Biſhops by which he was in that kind 
abſolute. yet cold not that ſatiſfie , while the Pope was over tepped by a 
General Conncil , By which he had bin oft threatned, awed and fome- 
times depoſed. | 

The removeing this therefore, wasto be next attempted , and was 
at length alſo by Pope Leo. 10. compaſſed, ſo farr as the Popes Coun- 
cill az Lateron could do towards itz of which Bellarmin thus Trium- 
phantlyzThe laſt Latersn Counci) under Leo, 10. expreſſely and profeſſedly 
reacheth that the Pope is above all Councils, and reproveth a contrary de- 
cree in theCouncil of Baſile, ( citeing the words of the Council, to which 
he adds) z To #bis nothing can be anſwered, unles it be that this was no 

general Council, or that jt was not reecived by the Churchyr that this 
was #04 their deeree de fide.” Belarm: de concil. 1, 2. c.17. 

6. But one thing yet remained ( Shewing, as the Popes power, ſo 
his being in that very Antichriſt ) which is the confirming thoſe Romiſh 
erronious poſitions ; which had bin long creeping into the Charch , as 
tares mixed with the Wheate : and had long paſſed looſe, and unde- 
termined , being onely difputable , controverted , and oft oppo- 
ſed. 

Theſe were after in the Councills of Conſtance, Lateran, and of Trent, 
concluded and decreed for dofrines , and Articles of faith; and an Ad- 
ditional Creed of 12. Articles of them compoſed , which were by Pius 
4. his Bull impoſed to be ſubſcribed or {worne unto, 


In all ſce. | 
r. The Removal of Romer, 6th. bead or Goverment, that of Emperors. 
2.See alſo the introduceing and growing wp of tbe 7th.from its infancie 
tO its ful] growtþ , The Church of Rome being before , but as others a 
AC! Branch 


| Branch onely of the Catholique Church, now it ſelf paſſing for the Catho- 
lique Church,and (pe the root out of which all otherChurches derive & 
ſpring, others on this depending , and by that influenced: (o doth that 
Churchnow boaſt of her ſclf,of which the Apeftle St. Paul in his Epi- 
itle to that Church had forewarned them. - Rom: 11. 18. 19. 20 )) 


Boaſt not againſt the Branches, but if thou boaft thou beareft nat the root, 


but the root thee;Thou will ſay , the branches were broken of, that T might 
be graffed in , well, becauſe of unbeliefe they were broken off, and thou 
ftandejt by faitb, be not bigh mindedbut feare , For if God ſpareth not the 
aatural branches, take beed that he alſo ſpare not thee. 

In which is the Apoſtles prophecy concerning that Church. 

But before this be ſhute up, one doubt is to be removed, of the 
Empire being not yet taken . out of the way which we now ſec in be. 
ing. 

Rel. 1.of that Empire which was in the Apoſtles dayes, is that by 
the Apolltle intended, that it ſhould be firſt taken out of the way, the 


ttandipgot that being an hinderance to theSucceeding Government. * 


Bat that Empire was long fince extinguiſhed. 
2. ThepreſentEmpire isof another kind, being of the Popes owne 
ercct on,tor reftoring, promoting and preſerving his greatnes; His 
hand being in that throughout, | 
So Bellarmine writing of the. Tranſlation of the Roman Empire in 3 
hookes, he makes the ſumme of bi firft book, The Roman Empires being 
by authority of the Pope, tranſlated from theGrzcians to theFrenchoAnd 
the. ſum of his 2, booke, The Roman Empire paſſing fromthe family 
of Charles the Great,and the Fiench unto the family of Otho, ard the 
Saxons , by authority of the Biſhop of Rome. The title alſo of his 3. 
book, is. The 7, EleGors of the Empire #0 bave bin infttuied by Pope Gre- 
gory. 5, Sce the popes hand in all 3 he alſo even now approving and 
Crowning the Emperour eleQed. 
And therein we find that fulfilled which was prophecied of thiSe- 
coxdBeafi( the Papacy) Its ſetting up an Tneage of the former beaft wbieb 
had a wound by a Sword, that it ſhould live,ſpeak and be worſhiped (Rev: 
13.12 14,15,)For that firſt b:a1(the Emperour)haveing in Augu{tulus, 
the iaſt Emperour of that race , received that its deadly wound; It was 
by the 2.begſt that ſucceeded (the Pope ) againreſtored, and an Image 
of :he former made: by bim an Empireſet up,to which he ; ave life , fo 
as to ſpeak, and be worſhipped, that is, honoured ani followed. 
But 3,obſerve, that this is but an image : ſois the now Roman Em- 
peror 


— a a is 6 a. 
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(15) 
peror compared with what was? | 

The now Roman Emperor js but an image of the Ancient Empire, 
4 faith Salmeron, ) aud the Majeſtie of the prople of Rome, by which 
the. world was of 014 Governed, is now taken away from the earth, ind ihe 
Emperour is now but an empey Title, and is but a ſhadow onely 3 $0 i) A 
Eberbardus in Aventinus (m ) The Emperour of Ron.e is now bus a bare | A ” 
title without Subſtance. ( n ) Neither indeed 1s that his title , he is _ 


: x [. 
not now fliled Emperor of Rome, but What is." Is onely at Germaiy, -4Y 


Rome being lett for the Pope. 


this 7th. bead,or Government of Rome , the Papacy, And that it falls * d- 
not fhort of the Gr-atnes of the farmer Emperours of Rome , according, to 
the Eſtimate made of both by the Romanitis. 

; For whereas Fujtus Lipſins his book of the greatues of the Roman 
Ewvpire, meaning that of old, is ftiled Admiranda: Thomas ſtapleton , 
( protefior at Lovaine) (o) intitles his booke of the Papal greatnes , f 0 
Vere Admiranda;ſhewing that for extent, ſtrength and power over princes, Th, } 
tbe greatneſs of the papall-Empire, is farr ſurpaſſing; for no marvail(jath Staple- 
he) if the Roman Empercy armed with 30 or 40. Legions , had many On. 5 


Laws to the world, and even #0 Kings A edvancing and depoſing them at 
pleaſure this is indeed marvailous , He inſtanceth in Leo. 3» his giving 
the Empire. to Charles the Great, | 

Le.1. called the Greaz Biſhop »fRome, ſpeaks thus of the Gre t # 
of Rome then, compare! with what was before under the Cas rcs » 
and its former governments, 

Thou art ( faith he-of Rome )royall and Priefly Civ, By the [rar If 
Se. Peter and Paul in thee, then art become the bead ef the wwiril 1 y 
Rule is more by Religion than by Earthly dominion, Far alth1u;h 169 
C:dii for merly, Extend. thine empire by many vir ics by iea, a1 1s (4. yet 
is that leſſe which was by war tk; proweſs ſab4aed, than wit 1: by 
Chrittia+ D2eace !ubjefted 30 zbce. ( Leo. Serin. 1. in natal Apod: G12 
Petri & Paili:) 


And Pr:ſÞ-r ( r Je ingratis) 

Scdes Roin. Petri, que paſtoralis honoris, 

-Facka caput mundo, quicquid non po.idet armis, 
| R-o"igione 


1 ſhall before I conclude this, adde a little touching the preatnes of (1) 1Þ', 


Kings «t Commund; but that the Pope a perſon unarmed ſhyld give &, 2.' 


C16) 


Religone tenet, — —— 


In all: 

i. We ſee the Papacy, Romes pontifical bead raiſed ebove it ſelf, and 

from a 75th. raiſed even t0 6x Sth. bead, _ 

2. Sce the Jth. bead immediately ſuceeding the next preceeding ( be 
Emperor ) tobe vbe Pope. 

3 That this 7th. bead ſo-gext ſneceedingz to be that Man of Sin,that 
Wicked (So faith the Text. v+ 8.)thas be who letteth or bindereth being 
taken out of the way, then ſhall that wicked be revealed( 2 Theſs. 2. 

. 8. | 
F y which thus St. Chryſoftoms wben tbe Empire of Rome i« diſſolved 
er removed, Antichriſt ſhell invade that v4eens place, and fnetch at the 
Empires botb of God and men( Chryloſtom in 2. Theſs. 2, com. 4.) 

4. If the Emperour be removed and that long fince,and that man of Sin 
was next following, Therefore muſt Antichrili be already ecme , and that 
long fince, and is now in the World, 

5+ Therefore who would net conclude the Pepe nexs ſueeeding 1be Ems 

perour to be that man, of Sin, 81d Antichriſt ? 
Which will appeaxe yet further in the next cixcumfiance. 


IV. - 

Antiebrifts aGings in the World when appraring,by which* be mipht be 
known among and above others : of that we read here (in v4. 9.) 
He eppefing. and exalting himſelf above al tlat is called God,or 1bat is 
worſhipped. 9 that be as God fitteth in the Temple of God ſhewing him» 


ſelf that be is God, whoſe comeing is after the Working of Satan, with- all 


"poreer end ſignes , and lying wonders: 
Theſe with others mentioned are. fgner given. for 4ntiebrifts diſ- 
co: ery when in the world, which anc to be confidered particularly: 
1. -Antichrift firing. 7, the Temple of © God, 
2. Exalting bimſelf ahove all called God. 
3- Shewing bimſelf that bes God. 
4+ Comting after the workeing of Satan, 
5+ Svewing bimſelf to be Antichriſt, an oppaſes, 
| 6. And in all to be that manof, fin, that mickeds that ſi of perdition. 
Some may think: the Popqngt concerned: ip theſe 5 but what - Ne 
. Det 
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tr dif- 
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js fign of Anti- 
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. be? what it theſe taken together areall to be found inhim? and in 
' him alone, and in none other; than ſurely wil 
fin, this Antichriſt who be 44. | 
T. As to Antichriſt fitting in the Temple of God : of that I have {po- 
ken; his fitting there ſpeaks him as cbeif there , which being by the 
Pope challenged, 8afſerted by his as his property,of that needsno more 
poken the Popes ſo aGing 3 and he alone, and none other in 
the world beſide him. | | 
H. As to his exalting himſclfe above all called God: 
And who are they that are called Gods ? This is in cri 
of Princes and magiſtrates, T bave ſaid that ye are Gods ,bu ye ſhall dye 
like men C Pfal: $2, 6.7.) they are but called Gods, not {o indeed, for 
they dy like mex , and that T have ſaid ye are Gods , ſhewes their Title 
co that their high name of Gods , thatit is, from God , who 
ſaith (it -ſo- of. thems., | that is , from bis word 5 he calleth them Gods 
to. wbom the wordof Godcame ( Tohn: ' 10. 34:35. 36.) that iby God 
commiſſioned and ordained ( Romans 134 12:)ltanding in his place,and 
ſo,to be ſubjected to,according to' their degrees in Government, whe- 
ther zo the King as ſupreame,or wntoGovernours underhim( 1,Pet.2.13-14) 
and from this ſubjeHion are none exempted, leteveryſoule he ſubjef &c.The 
Apoſiles were not exempted, nor is the Pope : This God Commands; yet 
ſee in this , The Pope exalting himſelf above all called Gods, even Em- 
perours as vaſſalls to him , cauſing them to hola bis ftirrup, and Kiſſe 
by feet ,, Celeftine 3, crowned the Emperor Hen:3. with bis toes, Popes alfo 
ſetting their feet on the necks of Emperour as did Pope Adrian 4. and 
Alexander. 3. Alſo diſpoſeing crowns, and aepoſing, and advancing at 
pleaſure, which by Aventinss is faid of the Popes from Gregory 7th to 
his time ( p ) Hildebrand who is Gregory 7th. firſt founded the Papall Em- (p ):A- 
| fire, whichbis ſucceſſours for 450. yeares carryed on, notwithſtanding the vent. 
oppoſitions of the World, and Emperours reſifting .ſo as bigh and low anna). 
were brought under and ſubjetted to their. yok; 3 According to their will they Bowy- 
cat down fromr heaven 19 heil ; and exalt- from bell to Heaven 'again. 
And what in this they praQtice , they avow as due and proper to Þ. 447, 
them, and to them alone of which therefore I need fay no more. T4 
' the Pope therefore, and in him alone, and it none otber, is th 
.abrift found, that be exaltetÞbimſelf above alt called Gods. 
HIT.. It followeth, His fitting. in the Temple of God”, ſh 
that be is God : Tu 85 alter. Dews' in terra , 'Tbon' art -anvther God 


appeare, This man of 


or). 5, 


' 


Fr 
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earth >; ; 
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eartb, was the ſpeech of Chriftopherus Marcelus in the very Council of 
Lateran to Pope Julius 2. the Pope himſelt being preſent,(Concil.Lae 

teran, Sefl. 4.) r 
And in the Gloſs on the Canon Law he is called our Lord God 
(9) Ex- the Pope. (q) And whereas the word God (fo ſaid of the Pope.) was by 
trac, fome.thought too much, and in ſame Editions omitted , we find the 
Joh.22. cenſure of the Gloſs by Pope Pius 5, and the Gleſe ofthe Canon Law, 
=-þ Yeviſed by Cardinals and learned men dep ied for it by Pope Gregory 13. 


deverb. 


fignif. in both, the word God, before omitted, to have.bcen reſtored and put 


See in again, and that by the Popes allowance: now it being what was, our 
cam = Lird God the Popes 
Joces. Nor can it be otherwiſe intended, but that the Pope ſhould be 


eftcemed, while they ſtick not to aſcribe to bim attributes, proper to 
God, as Omnipotence and Infiniteneſs, The. Pope (ſay they ) may do what- 
Joever God doth; nor can it be known what the Pope can do, for the power 
(r) An- "of the Pope is infinite, and what is infinite is not known; (r) and what tbe 


tonin. Pope doth is reputed 4s done of God, for what the Pope doth, be doth «« Ged 
P-3+t- mot as man. (s) Which, the Popes Qmnipotence. is by them averred by 
22. 5 Scripture; all power in Heaven and earth js given me; which was ſaid by 


U.6, Chriſt .of himſelf. (Mat. 28. $,)and that is faid of the Pope alfſo.3 that 
(s) De» power of Chriſis being challenged by the: Pope his' Vicar; nor that as 
cus I to Heaven, and earth onely, but (befide their. purgatory,) even in Hell 
caP- alſe, fo as his power ſecms to extend ſo far as tordeliver frem Hell 
Can. (whence is no redemption): and to forbid and command, when they 
conſiit, pleaſe,and whom they think fit tobe. kept from thence,(t) Nolumu—- We 
Ne IV . declare it our pleaſure, that tbe puniſhment of Hell be not inflited on ſueb 
” 45 are (igned by the eroſs (thoſe imployed by the Pope on his bufie 
nels. ) 
And as omnipotenee and infiniteneſs, Gods attributes, are attributed 
10 the Pepe, (o is Adoration alſo, which Ged challengeth as proper 40 bim- 
ſelf onely. T amtbe Lord, that is my Name, and my glory willl not give 10 
another, neither my praiſe to graven images: God ſpeaking of bis Wor- 


Ship (1. 42. 8-) He onely is to be ſerved, or worſhipped (Matth, 4.10.) 


ut 10 the Pope are religious adorations given ina moft ſolemn manner, 
while the neweleHed Pope is placed on an Altar, and there ſeated in his 
Chair, with his Crown, and in his pontificalibus, adored by all pre- 
ſent, Cardinals, Embaſſagours of Princes ,. and all of all degrees _ 
{cend- 
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| cending from their laces, and with proftrations worſhipping bim (v) (v) 
| And iq notthis DE the Temple of God,as God (hewing himſeIf that Tibor. 


ouneil of \ 1. God ? decian. 
nctl.La® | ty, Further; mark, and ſigne of that wicked one is , that his comeing vit.3, 
| and Acting , js. after tbe working of Satan, with all power and ſignes, and rel, 

ord God | lying wonders, and with all decetvablenes of unrighteouſnes in them that 14. 
was by | Periſh becauſe they received not the love of the truth that thy might be 57.1. 
find the 4 ſaved, for this cauſe Gd ſhall ſend them (trong deluſions , that tbey ſhould crem I 
1 Low, believe a Iye. 2. Theſs. 2. 9. 10. 11, | Set. re 
gory 13s This ( ſaith ſome ) ſhews Antiehrift to be a Conjurer, and compaCtor t91,16. 
and put | with the devil, aud ſuch (faith they) was Symon Magus , ard he Anti- 


Was, Our | cbrift, But ſuch we.knew were Popes alſo, as ( to mention no more ) 
| Sylveſter. 2. BenediGor gth. Gregory. 7+ whichT paſſe at preſent, | 
ld be fo |  Neitherinſiſt I on thoſe wonders by theſe Adted, whether ſeeming 


proper f0 | real by Satans working with them or for them 3 or that they be 
0 what | lying wonders, whether feigned, or impoſed as true 3 or lying, ſerving 
F Power | to confirming yes and untrue doQrines of men 3 nor ſpeakel of thoſe 


het the | ,;iculous fables , with which their Legendes of Saints ave ſtuffed fach as 
a Ged | may be wondred, how learned and prudent men ſhould give credit 
red by | & them( ifthey do.) And ifthey do; it mult” be furcly from Gods. 
ſaid by | giving them over , Judicially, to believe a lye.ahey not receiving the Jove 
3 that of the truth ( {o is the Text : ) The Seate of the beaſt on which the Au- 
' thatas gell powered ont bis vial, and bis Kingdom is full of darkneſs ( Rev. 
in Hell 16. 10. d? : 

m Hell |". Buck loakon this here rather  « fgne,, and markg of Antichrift by 
ven they | which he ſhould a&, and be knowne in the' World, his Antichriſtian 
uw We | Church boaſting of wonders, makging ' miracles a ſign of the true Church, 
on ſueh | 1 upbrading us with our want( they ſay.) of Miracler. 

Is buſis To which we ſay.1.T hat for thefirſt introducing of truth,miracles might 
be neceſſary but. that the truth being once received,ſuch miracles were 
ribured | after unneceſſary 3 ſuch were in the firſt planting of the Goſpel, done by 
40 bin | Chrift 1d bis Apoſtles wbich we Challenge as ours.” But that truth ther 
F givei0 | delivered tonbe ſaints being received and believed, what now need we 
u Wor- more,or any reuewed miracles?For,miraeles and wonders, aSt9ngues,c. 

+ 4-10.) | up for-unbelicuers , _H0t for them that belicue, (14 Cor. 14. 22. } and 
Rnner, | i fhews a, novelty in thoſe Popiſh Dofriner, that riced freſh confirmas; 
d in his | tjons.and ſhewes them ##believers that ſeek ſich. But in this is a Pros, 
alllpre= |... - Per; 
es de- 
{cend- 


jo” TR 
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per marke of that Antichriftian Church, that and no other ſort of profeſſors,” 
or People in the wild , but Rome onely and the Pope, adbering ſo 
ts miracles | | | 

V. But to proceed , Another marke of this man of Sin, by which he 
is known, is that he eppoſeth bimſelf ; that s, to Chriſt, therefore 
called Anticbrift, : 

Obj. Bat how. can that be ſaid of the Pope he being for Chrift, 
ard his Vicar: for him, and not again{t bim? | | 

Reſp: But the word Antichrift may ſignific both pro and eon,for and 
ag ainft, and both here applicable. 

1. For Chriſt *"i ſome times ſignifies for -or in the place aud roome 
of another, ſo Archelaus reigned «ri in the roome of bis father Herod 
(Mat. 2. 22. ) So pretends the Pope to be for Chriſt, in bis place andftead 


his Vicar on earth, 


This is agreable to what we read of Antichriſt, what kind of adver-_ 


ſary be i5:not ſuch as is the Turk an open and declared enemie to Chrift 
#nd Chriſtians; but ſuch an one as ſits in the temple of God: profeſfing 
to be for Chriſt yet to him an underband enemy , (o faith Anſelm: they 
ſeemor pretend themſelves ſervants of Chriſt, and of bis Family, wbet in 
ruth they are the Miniſters of Antichr;iftCin 2 Theſ: 2. 2, they therefore 
who contend earnelily for the Turks being ' Antichriſt ©, muſt be 
greatly miſtaken, | 
2. And yet while this Antichriſt pretends himſelf Thus for Chrift, 
and for being bis Vicar , ſee bim even then oppoſeing , be that. oppoſeth, 
i bi. deſcription 2 Theſs; 2. 4+ under the name of Chriſt ating for Anti- 
chriſt , as was ſaid of Gregory. 7. who was 'pointed at as Antiebrift, 
as hath been ſhewed out of Aventinw. 7 2 SUS G1 
And to ſhew thePope to be this Antichriſt oppoſing Chriſt and contrary 
to bim,ſee him contradifling and conntermanding 'Chrifts will, and com- 
mands, | inſtance onely at preſent.in thoſe Chrifts two ordinances, his 
word and Sacraments. I GE nanaRs, JO THT 4246 b 
- 1. Hy word. We are by Chrift our Lord Commanded 10 ſearch the'ſcrip- 
tures , for in them we bave eternall hife ( Tohn:5.' 39. unto which 
ye do well that he take heed, as unto a light ſhining in a dark place 3 faith 
S. Peter. (2+ Pet 1. 19) and. we find Tymotby commended by St. Paul, 
that from a child be bad known the boly Scripture which are able'to mere 
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' Wiſe t0 ſalvation, they being profitable for dofirine, for reproofe, for cor- 


redion for inſtruftion jn righteeuſnes thet the man of God may be perfeF, 
tbroughly furniſhed unto all good works (2, Tim: 3. 15, 16. 17. ) 

' Hear now the Popein this 3 ſearch the Scripture( laith Cbriſt ) do 
not ſearch theme, ſaith the Pope 3 It is well done that ye do it.ſaith St. Pct. 
It is nos well done ſaith the Pope, They are profitable , ſaith St. Paul, 
they are dangerous ſaith the Pope; They are a lightſhineing ina darke place 
faith St, Pet, tbey are derk ſaith the Pope. St. Paul commends Timothy 


for being from a ebild acquainted with tbe Scriptures, they are not for 


Children , ſaith the Pope, And much more of that kind; ſee him in 
this Antichriſt oppoſeing Chriſt bis word and commands ,contradifting, and 
countermanding , And whom in this we ſhould obey , God or man, Tudg 
ye, Ads 4. 19. 

2.As to the Sacrament of the LordsSupper ourLord gave the bread 
broken, a ſigne of his body broken , and aftcr that the cup the wine 
powred ont being his bloud in his death ſhed for us, commanding ſo to 
do till bis comeing- again : and as to the Cup particularly ( foreſceing 
what would be after by oppoſcrs to the contrary |) our Lord added 
in that miniſtration, Drinkye all of this (- Math: 26. 27. ) it being ſaid 
that accordingly,they did all drink of it Mark, 14.23 which, all to 
drink; and all drinking, is in the wine expreſſed 3 and 1mplyed onely 
in the bread. Which Inſtitution and command of Chritt our Lord in 
that, being his will and teſtament left to his Church. is to be as bis laſt 
will, obſerved to the laſt, and ought not to be changed in the leait, 
no,elthougb ithad bin but mans Teſtament onely(Gal. 3.5 yet 
ſee Chriſt in that by Antichrift oppoſed, Takg the bread and alſo the Cup 
( Gaith Chriſt ) not ſo ſaith the Pope, the Cup may be ſpared; tor Chriſt's 


_ bloud is in bis body by contcomitancy, and taking his body, ye have by 


conſequence his bloud ? But here it is underitood that 'bis body is 
given brokgn , and-his bloud ſhed, both ſetting forth the Lords death, 
and not'other wiſe; which countermand to Chrijts command in rhat, is 
with @ non obſtanteslicet . Altbough that Chriſt and tbe primitrve Church 
did adminiſter the Sacrament in both Kinds,norrithſtanding is this cuſtom 
of but one Kind to be beld for a law unreproveable(o is it ordered in the 
Council of Conſtance. ({els;13) And the Council of Trent after; This ſynod 
being taught by the Holy Ghoſt, and the cultom ard Judgment of his 
Church doth declare and teach that the Laiety andClergie not cel:57.4:1ng, 


(33) 
are 02 obliged to take the Sacrament of theEuchariſt wnder bothKinds nog» 
withſtanding that Chriſt did inftitute this Sacrament under botb Kinds, 
and ſo gave it to bis Apoſtles ( Concil : Trident. fſefl: 21. c, 1.) 

And is the Pope in not this an Antichriſt? to Chriſt an oppoſer ? be tht 


oppoſeth ? Text v. 4. WEEN k TAE 
VI. Rightly therefore is this that man of Sin, that wicked here 


intended which is his next mark here: and how agreeing to thePope,, 


notwithſtanding his Holyneſs remaines now to be ſhewed. , 

I. And thatthe Pope is that man of Sin and wicked exceedingly even 
| above others, appeareth in his mouth of blaſphemy; though looking the 
2 Lamb or like Chrift the Lamb. yet ſpeaking as 8 Dragon Rev: 1311. 
or as that Dragon the Diveh, what +£I(e is that his Pewing bim/: if as 
God, exalting himſelf abeve sll,calledGod 8c. before mentioned? what 
othcrs is his Antichriſtian Commanding and oppoſeing contrary to Chriſts 
will and Commands ? £61 

2. And as ſpeaking like s Dragon fo, atting alſo like him in all cruelty 
drunk with the poud ofSaints and Martyrs of Feſus; particulary: of the 


Waldenſes Asbigenſes;ant others long before Luthers oppoſeing Popiſh 


Errours and with (their lives witnefling for the truth againſt Popery, 
There ate extant acounts of above exe hundred thouſand of them, (that 
number is by ſome doubled ) ſuffring by the Tyranny and craclty 
of Pope Tinocent 3, | 

Vergerius alſo well acquainted with the method and aQiings of the 
Irguifition ſpeaks of one hundred and fifty thouſandin 1cſs than 30 years 
{o \uffering, ; : 

Ahd from the firſt riſing of the Feſuiter to the year 1580, about 
30 years, arc about fourſcore end ten thouſand proteſtants ſaid to have 
been deſtroyed. 

In FranceaJone, in the Maſſacre of Paris andeelfewhere, an: 1532. The 
French Kings Letters to the Pope gloricth of 70 thouſand. (he ſaid ) 
Hereticks ſlain in few days but tothe laſting ſhame of Popiſh cru- 
cItyand perfidy to Generations. | | 

And can the 'bloudy butcheries of poor Proteflants by the eruel 
1fiſh ## Ireland be in this forgatten, when about one hundred thouſand 
periſhed an: 16431, yet to that impudence is that now riſen, as to dif- 
avow any ſuch rebellion of the TrifÞ,or ſuch their marders of the inwocent 


Preicftants in Irclatid; but daring to aver on #he eontrory, that they [org 
elves 


(23) 


ſelves were the ſufferers ,  aad that by the.Eugliſh and Proteſtants, 5,OF 
which, if thete ſhall be opportunity offered by ag anſwer to this ſub- 
je, which is expected, this ſhall be then verified to the World, . , 

' And it the Invaſion ano 15883 0n the borrid Gunupowder-Treaſon,Nov: 
5.1605 had taken effec, more of their.cruclty would have appeared. 

'-Sach'i8 that Antichriſtianeruclty; and that,yet worſe, jn its. being 
grounded on their very Dofrine,, - Religion, and- Faith, they ; being 
raiight, that they ought fo to do: thereby thanking that they do God 
ſervice (John 16.2.) andthat to themſelves alſo in ſo ating meritoriouſlys 

Which bloud-thirſty cruelty againſt the worſhippers of Chriſt, ſticks, as 


a diſtinguiſhing mark of this Romiſh and Babilonian Antichriſt , in bezng 


drunk with the bloud of the Szints. ,, and Mariyrs of Jeſus, Which is pe- 
culiar co taole alone, not to b; found in any other party ot-theChgri-, 
itian. World beſide. In that is this 4 mar of fin above others, and 
wicked exceedingly, - | Er 

3- Add that the being 2 mn of ſing is as it were fixed to the very Pa- 
pacy it ſelf, ſo as. even.its very office, incapacitates to. Goodneſs, They can- 
not do good it they would, in retoxming wht they-are convinced is 
evil, GT'@ BA LA” F i 48P 1 

Adrian 6, convinced of the corruptions obje&ed by the Germans 
to the Court of Rome, and reſolving to reform, at leaſt in part, and 
in ſome; and declaring himſelf for it, was by Franciſcus Soderinus, 
Cardinal of Prenefte, called Cardinal of Velaterra, . diverted from: at» 
tempting any thing in that kind, but direced rather to,the, wayoes of 
his predeceſſor, with fixe. and ſword to proſecute thoſe,, who obje&- 
ed thoſe Errours to the Court, His Oration to the Pope to that pur- 
pole is extant. 

Oa which Pope Adrian diſcourling after privately with William Ex- 
court, whom he after created Cardinal; and Theodorick'Heſtus, his fa» 
miliar and truſty Friend, ſaid, That the condition of Papes was, miſera> 


ble, ſeeing it was plain tbat they could not do good, though they defired and =_ 


endeavoured to doit. (x) 


(x ) 


Piatro: 


olon. 


Which agrees with what Oxupbrius writes of Pope Mzrcellus 2. who Hittor. 


on ſomething a like debate with his Cardinals, and they diflenting 


Tr.p. 


from what the Pope propoſed for good, he ſtroking the Table with bis *4: 


band, ſaid, T ſee not how thoſe ean b: ſaved, who are in this high place in 
which I am, | 
E 3 Platina 


_ (24) 


Plating alſo writes of Pope Celeſtinus 5, that he depoſed himſelfand 
gaveup the Papacy, Ut ſslvus efſe prſſit, that be might be ſaved ;, which 
was ſaid to-have been cunningly "ſuggeſted to him, as by a voice 
from Heaven by the Artifice of Benedius Cajetanus , who thereby 
made way for ſucceeding him as Pope, by the name of Bonifecius $, 
Plat. in Vit. Celeft. 5, & Bonifec. 8. | 

4. And laftly, As to Holineſs, which is the Popes Title , let no man 
think of finding Holineſs among them; For if they prove but indifferent 

good, or not ſo evil, as other mortals uſe. tobe, tbey are accounted moſt hc. 
ly, ſaith Papirius Maſſonus ( De Epiſc, Urbis 1, 6. in Julio 3.) 

To which add what Sir Edwin Sands obſerves of a Proverb in Ita- 
ly, (and proverbs founded on obſervation , have a ſtrange tendency 
to truth) That of the Italians, the Romans are the worſt Chriſtians; of 
the Romans the worſt are made Prieſts , of the Prieſts the worſt choſen 
Cardinals, and of Cardinals the worſt commonly elefted Popes (Spec: 
Evrope, "3p lp 

''In which we ſee him as Antiebrift, ſo a man of ſin alſe, 

| SERENE. |  ; | Jodi AE 

I. That what that great City Babylon of the Chaldeans was , as tt 
oppreſſion and erselty, to Gods people of old ( Jer. 51. 34,35- ) That 
ſhou!d be to the Chriſtian Church, another great City called alfo ina 
myſtery Babylon the mother of the abominatjions of the Earth, drunk with 
the- bloud' of the Saints and Martyrs of Jeſus (Rev. 17+ 5,6.) | 

IT. Thattbis great City Babylon deſcribed « woman fitting 01 7 moun- 
tzins, and reigning over the Kings of the earth (Rev. 17.9, 18.) is ac- 
knowledged to be Rome. They therefore who'fend us to Jeruſalem , 
or Conſtantinople for the place, put us out of the way in 'that enquiry, 

HE That in- Rome, ſhould fit one, by whom (after the Faith there 
. fertled the inhabitants of the earth ſhould be ſeduced,avd crawn into dam- 

.. able Herifier + and that he the 2uthour of thoſe miſeries and mil- 
chiefs tothe Church , ſhould be a man'ef fin commonly catled 4nti- 
chriſt, This the Romaniſfts themſelves acknowledge, | 

LV.- That in fo doing, this Antichriſt ſhould fit in the Temple of Ged, 
as being of the Church, and over the. Charch in chief , pretending for 
Chrift:-Fe the white aGFing againſt Chriſt.” A'ſeeming friend, but ſecret 
eneniy; a-ſecrtt, notan open,declared and profeſfſed' enemy to Chriſt. 
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V. That this Antichrift fitting in the Temple of God, ſhould be in the 
capacity ofa ſeventh head of the Government of Rome, n-xt ſucceeding 
the fixth bead or Government there, (that of Cxfars. ) This brings ic 
home to the Papaey, that and none other being the 7tb, and that alſo 
long ſince on the Emperours removal ſetled, Vain therefore are allc* 
gations for any others being this Antichriit, not being of Rome, nor 
there ſo qualified _ | 

. VT. That the Pope: fitteth inthe Temple of God , ar God , ſhewing 
ron there as G1d, and exalted above all that is cated God, and wor- 
ipped. ; 

VIL.H-re is to be added, what is/in Rev. 19, 3, 4+). ſatd of that wo- 
m3, that great City, and Babylon, Tizat (h2 did fs o# 8 ſcarlet colour: 
ed beaſt; and that ſhe the womazz was arrayed. in parple and ſcarlet co- 
loar, -and decked with gold. In which ſhe is: deſcribed as to hor 
very Habit , the proper #ttire both of Popes and Cardinals. 

VIII, Nor is to b2 omitted, what is (Rev, 17. 5.) faid in way of 


| further deſcription of that woman; that pon her forehead was a name 


written, Myſtery, Babylo» the great, the mother of harlots, and abomi- 
nations of the Earth, Concerning which is obſerved, that. as the High 
Prieft under the Law, had in the Front of bis Miter exnpraven, HOLI- 
NESS TO THE LORD (Exod. 29. 36,37-) So the. ſummus Ponti= 
fex, the Pope had alſo in his Tiara, that name, Myſtery. Which-having 
been obſerved and objected by King Fames of bleſſed memory., in 
that his Excelleat Work on the Revelation, Leſſius, his Antagoniti, 
denies it not, but, labaurs to put it off ſlidingly : nor. could it be de- 
nied, there being many Eye-witneſſes to averr it, Down, de Antichr,l.1. 
c.7. which his name of myſtery, well agrees with:that myſtery, of. iniqui- 
ty, by which his evil and ſeeree workings are deſcribed, (2 Theſs. 247.) 
encnot unlikely referring to the other. But from God ir is ( ſurely ) 
providentialy, that that word myſtery ſhould ſo be [zen .in the whores 
forebead, ſhewing who ſhe 3, notwithſtanding that. they. who contrived 
it, might have had other ends in it; as that the Popes. Triple . Crown, 
pointed to that myſtery. of his Triple power and dominion in; Hleqven,and 
in Earth, and in Purgatory. L Ion : 4 

Soas in'the Papacy concur 4all. theſe Seripture-marks of Antichriſt. 
And alth>pgh ſome may be applicable other viſe, yet ape. the-princi» 
pat 'proper' to the Popealone; and taken altogezber,- #ot pneeting int. 
Brio BIT ot NNST iu | | any 


anyother bes in the Pppoajety: Thertfort'on the whole, who, woull 
not-conchude "the Popes being "Amichriſt;” the man of ſun, and ſon of per- 
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' IF." By which'Taſt ; His being faid ' to be a Son of perdition, I 
am brought from Antichriſts Riſe to. the laſt co2figeration here con- 
cerning him, Autiebriſts 'down fall, which followes on the other nes 
ceſſarily; for it he be a man of Sin, he muſt be. a Son. of perdition. - 

"Of this hisfall it is here faid ; that th6 Lord. ſhall conſume him with 
the ſpirit of bis month,and'ſhall deftroy him with the brightnes of bis come- 
* ing ( v, 8.) that they all might be damned; who believe not the truth (v. 
12.) where is deltrudion. $h 

PPS 3 I. To bim, 

, EN 2, and to bis. 

—_ ates Fe I. His being” conſumed | 

| 1. To himſelf "2, Deftroyed. | 

' 1. That he be conſumed by the breath of the Lords mouth; The breath of 
the Lords. mouth is the preaching of the Goſpel which isthe word of God 
ſo Generally interpreted; And to be conſumed implyes'a_lingring wear- 
ing away; and by bs waſting, and gecaying,, not a violent 
and {tiddami'" defiruttion, ſuch 'as was Symi Magus, . bis 7 down fall, 
faid to. Have bin v7: St.Peters breath 'or prayers againſt him. 
-, Ofthis'conſumption of the Papall power and. greatneſs by the prea» | 
ebing of the word, and Goſpel in the World, we have apparent evidence. 
T ſhall give'it as by \Bellarmine expreſſed, he by that waining in the 
Papady ; arguing, g#inft tbe Popes bring WRIT , Antichriſts greate» 

| <0" Provaiſhge inthe World being much” ſpoken off, whexas 
his full atid Meelyning fliete "iS allo defcri g vr. 


d as is bis greatnes, Bel] 
mines words arc theſe. * td : 
| \ Since that time when ye (Proteſtants) ſay the Pope began to be An- 
ticbriſt, the papal Empirt was ſo far from encreaſiug that thenceforth iz 
every day Wore and mort deelined* Aud Caf You mold have it) Antichriſt 
F 


5% ad 


terprinng, We Roman fee b1b'by Hits and lite. decayed it havei.ug Toft al- 
moſt 2 0h9j4 preat part of AR5"\dll 'Gheccs Ws in our very dayes, 


a great pars of Germany, Sweden, Gothland Norway, aud all Denmark, 
A Good part of England, France, Helvetia, Polarid, Bobemia, and part of 
Hingty ave? falleh away, *(Bellarm: de Rom; Pontif | 1, 3. jc. 31) 
This 'wB by BeNitmine written kn, 1577. as appeares in the preface 
OD ; to 


.. bri 


coſting as it were ami 


_ thoughts of them have been by wrong meaſures miſtaken to ſorne 


aan 


.. to that work, ſo as that deeay in the Papal Empire was then within 


the ſpace of 60 years, accounting from the year 1517, the time of 
-Lxtbers preaching, of which he ſpeaks , deelaring the Pope to be Anti» 
ebrift: What then may be the conſumption and decay there at this 
time, being 150 yeers ſince, 
2+ But that conſumption of this ſen of perdizion, ſhall end alſo in de- 
ftru@ion, utter and irrecoverable : whom the Lor@ ſhall deſtroy with the 
abinefs of bn coming. | 
ce this Rev. 17, where the tex horns of that ſcarlet coloured beaſt 
014 which thas women Rome, ſitteth, are expounded, ten Kings which 
had not then recezved their Kingdoms , but. were to receive power as Kings 


one hour with the beoft (v. 12.) Theſe were Rates of the Weſtern Em-. 


pirc, which on the. decxy of the Empire did ſet up for themſelves, all 
with one mind giving vbeir pomer andfirength unto the beaft, and making 
Tar with the Lamb, who ſhall overctme them ( v.14) But thoſe ten 
burns ſpall hate the whore, and: make ber deſolate and naked, and ſhall cat 
ber fleſh, and burn ber with fire (v.16, ) For God hath put in their bearts 
{0 fulfill bs will, end to agree and give their Kingdom unto the beoft , un- 
til the word of God ſhell be fulfilled v.17.) 

Which foll of Anticbrift in fevera} degrecs .is declared by ſeveral 


Hvgels in that employed. 
1. An Angel precebing tbe everloſling Goſpel (Rev. 14.6. ) the be- 


ay Ermgnaryr Land gradual conſumption, 
Ha 


ther Angel declaring the downfall of that Antichriftian ftate. 
Rev. 14+8.) | 


, An Agel forbidding tbe worſhipping the beaſt or bis image , and 
| —_ bis mark in his forebead, or in bi x. 


and ,” denouncing judgments 
on ſueb (Rev. 14:9, 20, I1.) | 

| 4+ An Argetcalling oxt of Babylon, and to ſeparate from her”, ot 
10. partake of her fins and plagues, (Rev. 18, 4+6.) 


5. Ava another Hngel giving a fign of irrecoverable deflruGion , by 
Wene intotbe ſea, ſaying, Thus with violence ſhell that 


great City Babylon be thrown down, and ſhall be found no mere «t all, 


Thus of Bobylow, Rome and Antichrifts fall as 10 it ſelf conſidered, 
I. Sce that alſo as to their Adberents, in which our charitable 


diſ- 
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diſadvantage : that which we ſay in that, 1s.. 
I. That there was x time whea Antichriſtianiſme- was a myſtery, 
not underſtood, Antichriſtnotbeing yet-ſo declaredas after. | 
2. And that after Antichriſt was pointed at in, the Church of 
Rome, yet while erroneous dodtrines there were but diſputable, not 
impoſed as after in the Council of Trent to be de fide, with an Anae. 
thema to ſuch as thought of them iotherwite. , and to fuch as did riot 
onderfiand The hh tn dep of. thoſe evils :and, where the" light 
of the Goſpel is ſhut out, as in ſome places,and, the knowledge of that 
denied, and perſecuted, For theſegis: our: charity grounded, to ſay well 
cf them, as of choſe of Thyatira , who bad not kuqipn the depths of Sa- 
tan, as they ſprak, (Rev. 3/24.) andthoſe of Pergemis , dwelling even 
where Satans ſeat 55; yet (ſaith"our Lord) thou baft, held foft my Nome, 
#nd haft 101 denied my Faith; - even'in thoſe, dayes wherein Antipas my 
faithful Martyr wes ſlain among them where Satan dwcHetb (v.12;) To 
be ameng Heretiques, and 110t to believe Heretiques , ox npt being led by 
. them, is St. Angrſtine's diſtinQion-in that. caſe ſuch 1gnorance may 
excuſe, {0053 GILL BT TD 
3. But as to ignorance affeced, having light and means ofknow- 
ledge, and when called on to come ont of Bebylex, its ruine being de- 
clared, and communion there declared perillous z To ſuch we fay, 
that their-continuing ſo in that ſtate, is hazardous and full of danger: 
| Nor can ſuch rely on ignorance, it not in'that caſe exculing, | For in 
this is condemnation , where light is come*, and men love darkneſs rather 
than light (Joh. 3. 19.) and wheretbeleaders of the lord eauſe 10 err, 
they that are led of them are defireyed (If. 9. 16.) and the blind by them 
ſo le, bothfall into the ditch. (Mat. 15.14.) 
4+ But as to thoſe who are knowing and who defend and plead for 
Baal, ſeducing and being ſeduced, and ſo continweing, the ſtateof ſuchis 
declared damnable ; that they all may be demned,, ſaith the Text who 
believe not the truth but bave' (_ in wnrighteouſner (v+ 12. )and 


to ſuch belcngs that evil by the Angel declared , if. sny man, worſhip 

the beaft and bis image, and reetive bis mark, in bis forehead or in by 

band the ſame ſhall drink of tbe Wine of the:wrath of God; which j powe 

red . out without mixture into the Cupof bis indignation, and be ſhall he 

tormented $6 Rev :14.9.:11. let: {uch conſider:thrir ate ſeriouſly. and 

ſcafonably, -_..*- **. NYU. tht 07 28 Os. +: fr a (6 ; 
| . An 
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ery, 


not 
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that 
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even 
ewe, 


(29) 

And now to conclude wich a word to our ſelves that as we are to 
bleſſe God for calling us 0ut of that ftate of evil, lo to be confirmed in the 
truth, and not to fall bach, , whatever the tempration b2,g00d , or evil, 
ſaveing life , or looſeing it , and that we deſire the Lords prace in that 
for belp and ſupport. 

All which I ſhall ſhut up in the words of the Apoſile, next after 
my Text ('v. 13. I 4, I 5, 16, I7.) We are bound to grve thanks alway to 
Ged for you, brethren, beloved of the Lord, becauſe God hath from the begin- 
ning choſen you to ſalvation, through ſan{tificetion of the ſpirit, and belief 
of the truth whercunto be beth called yu by 6ur Goſpel to the chtainiug 
of the glory of our Lord Feſus Chrift : Therefore; L rethren, ftand faſt, and 
hold the traditions which ye bave been taught , whether by wordor by our 
Epsttle: Now our Lord Feſus Cbriſt himſelf , and God even Our Father, 
who bath leved us , and given ws everlaſting conſolation and good hope 


through Grace, comfort your bearts , and ftabliſh you in every good word 


and work; Armen- 
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